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PUBLIC NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA 

 
JACOB ROBERT OLIVER,  ) 
      ) 

Plaintiff,    ) 
) 

v.      ) Case No. 47-CV-2025-901981.00 
      ) 
RODNEY LEWIS HAMRICK,  ) 
      ) 
 Defendant.    ) 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
TO SPEAKIN’ OUT NEWS 

 
 

 
 Notice is hereby given to: 
 
 RODNEY LEWIS HAMRICK or any other person or persons, in interest of the following 

proceedings in the Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama: 

 Summons and Complaint filed with the Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama on 

October 22, 2025, by attorney Will League, of Timberlake, League, & Brooks, P.C., 125 Holmes 

Ave. NW, Huntsville, Alabama 35801, telephone (256)536-0770 with regard to Jacob Robert 

Oliver v. Rodney Lewis Hambrick, Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama, Civil Action No. 

CV 2025-901981.  RODNEY LEWIS HAMRICK must answer this Complaint within 30 days 

of the last publication of this notice. 

 Done this 13th day of January 2026. 
 
 
      s/Debra Kizer mm   _____ 

Circuit Clerk of Madison County, Alabama 
 
 
 

                                 Huntsville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Meetings 
 
The Citizens Advisory Committee of the Huntsville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization will meet 
on Monday, February 9, 2026, at 5:00 pm, on the 6th Floor of the City of Huntsville Municipal Building, 
at 305 Fountain Circle SW. The Metropolitan Planning Organization Policy Board will meet on 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 4:00 pm on the 2nd Floor, (Council Chambers) of the City of 
Huntsville Municipal Building, at 305 Fountain Circle SW. To review items on the agenda for these 
meetings, visit: http://www.huntsvillempo.org/about/meetings-and-agendas/. For more information on the 
MPO, visit: http://www.huntsvillempo.org/ 
 
 
 
 SHERIFF’S SALE 

 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the DISTRICT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against AARON HOVIS 
Defendant(s) and in favor GLADYS TURRUBARTES AND YADER 
ROMERO Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the 
highest bidder for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 Northside 
Square in the City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 9TH  day of FEBRUARY, 2026, 
within   the legal hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named 
defendants(s) may possess in and to the following described property to wit: 
 
LOT 9, OF PULLEY ESTATES SUBDIVISION, A PLAT OF A PART OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, 
OF THE HUNTSVILLE MERIDIAN, MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 43, PAGE 19, IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF 
PROBATE OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
JANUARY 21ST, 2026 
JANUARY 28TH, 2026 
FEBRUARY 4TH, 2026 
 
 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the CIRCUIT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against THE RESERVES AT 
GREEN MEADOWS Defendant(s) and in favor PETRIE CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest 
bidder for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square 
in the City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 9TH  day of FEBRUARY, 2026, within   
the legal hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named 
defendants(s) may possess in and to the following described property to wit: 
 
LOT 1 AS SHOWN ON THE ZONING PLAT OF THE RESERVES AT GREEN 
MEADOWS FILED FOR RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 2021 AT PAGES 14-15, IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
January 21st, 2026 
January 28th, 2026 
February 4th, 2026 
 
 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 
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IN nm COURT OF /\L/\11/\M/\ COUNTY. MADISON 

KENNETH /\/\RON MCF/\HI..AND. l'L/\INTIFF 

VS. 

SfiRVB/\NK DB/\ ALLIED FIRST n/\N 

LIS PFNDENS NOTICE 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

Cn"cl''" .:z·s - C V- / -L/&;; /S

TO THE CLERK OF THE Circuit COURT OF SAID COUNTY: ,/"-1 .A·d I 50 �/ 

You ore hereby notified thnl on the /A.Jay of Ocr:- . . 2025. suit was instituted by the 
undersigned in lhe obovc cnplioned und styled cause in the Circuit Court of ALABAMA, 
Madison County, ond that the following arc all the names of the partied suit. 

Nnmc of P/aiorilI Name of Defendants 
KENNETH AARON MCFARLAND SERVBank DBA ALLIED FIRST BANCORP, INC

The followfog described real estate situation in Madison County, I I 7 Tybee Dr. AL 35756, is 
involved in said suit, lo wil 

The nature ofrhe lien, right, or interest sought to be enforced is as follows: KENNETH
AARON MCFARLAND brings this action to confirm, title remove clouds from title and to
compel Defendants to convey legal title to the about described mineral interl.!st based on the fact 
1hal Plaintiff has paid to purchase said interest and the Defendants and/or their successors in
interest have failed to convey the above-described mineral interests and., therefore, Defendants 
hold the interest in trust for the benefit of the Plaintiff:] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION 
In search of individuals who were 
employed at SOUTH CENTRAL 
BELL or CHRYSLER in 
HUNTSVILLE between 1970-1990 
and worked with JAMES CAUSEY, 
please call 1-855-988-2537. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION 
In search of individuals who were 
employed at REDSTONE ARSENAL 
in HUNTSVILLE between 1957-
1979 and worked with HOWARD 
CAUSEY, please call 1-855-988-
2537. 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 
STEVEN D. WATTS,   ) 
      ) 
 Plaintiff,    ) 
      )   
v.      ) CV-2025-900308  
      )  
TODD A. DAVIS, JR.; ALLSTATE ) 
PROPERTY AND CASUALTY  ) 
INSURANCE COMPANY, et al.,  ) 
      ) 
 Defendant(s).    ) 
 

LEGAL NOTICE TO SPEAKIN’ OUT NEWS 
 

 Notice is hereby given to: 
 
 TODD A. DAVIS, JR., or any other person or persons, in interest of the following 

proceedings in the Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama: 

 Summons and Complaint filed with the Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama on 

February 21, 2025 by attorney Will League, of Timberlake, League, & Brooks, P.C., 125 Holmes 

Ave. NW, Huntsville, AL 35801, Tel:  (256) 536-0770 with regard to Steven D. Watts v. Todd A. 

Davis, Jr., et al., In the Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama, Civil Action No. CV 2025-

900308.  TODD A. DAVIS, JR., must answer this Complaint within 30 days of the last publication 

of this notice. 

 Done this 12th day of January, 2026. 
 
 
      s/Debra Kizer   mm     

Circuit Clerk of Madison County, Alabama 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-04 
 

WHEREAS, certain property has recently been annexed to the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property is now legally part of the incorporated municipality of the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama, and as such is subject to the laws and ordinances governing the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property, having been outside the boundaries of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, prior to the annexing of same to the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has never been 
subject to the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has given 
consideration to an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, a synopsis of said amendment being as 
follows: 
 

(1) The zoning of 36.54 acres of land lying on the south side of Martin Rd and 
east of Electronics Blvd. to Residence 2 District. 
 

(2) The first publication of this resolution, this synopsis, and the ordinance 
hereinafter set out at length shall be in the Speakin’ Out News on the 28th                 
day of January, 2026, and the second publication shall be one week 
thereafter on the 4th  day of February, 2026, both of which publications 
shall be at least 15 days in advance of the date of the public hearing 
hereinafter referred to. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the judgement and opinion of the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, that consideration should be given to the adoption of an amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, in accordance with said request; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, as follows: 
 
1. That the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet at 5:30 p.m. on 

the 26th day of February, 2026, in the Council Chambers of the City of Huntsville Administration 
Building at 305 Fountain Circle in the City of Huntsville, Alabama, for the purpose of holding a 
public hearing at which time and place all persons, parties in interest and cities who desire, shall 
have an opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of said Ordinance No. 26-05, which 
was introduced by the City Council of the City of Huntsville on the 8th day of January, 2026, 
amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama. 
 

2. That the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, is substantially in words and figures as follows: 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-04 
 

WHEREAS, certain property has recently been annexed to the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property is now legally part of the incorporated municipality of the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama, and as such is subject to the laws and ordinances governing the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property, having been outside the boundaries of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, prior to the annexing of same to the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has never been 
subject to the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has given 
consideration to an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, a synopsis of said amendment being as 
follows: 
 

(1) The zoning of 36.54 acres of land lying on the south side of Martin Rd and 
east of Electronics Blvd. to Residence 2 District. 
 

(2) The first publication of this resolution, this synopsis, and the ordinance 
hereinafter set out at length shall be in the Speakin’ Out News on the 28th                 
day of January, 2026, and the second publication shall be one week 
thereafter on the 4th  day of February, 2026, both of which publications 
shall be at least 15 days in advance of the date of the public hearing 
hereinafter referred to. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the judgement and opinion of the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, that consideration should be given to the adoption of an amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, in accordance with said request; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, as follows: 
 
1. That the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet at 5:30 p.m. on 

the 26th day of February, 2026, in the Council Chambers of the City of Huntsville Administration 
Building at 305 Fountain Circle in the City of Huntsville, Alabama, for the purpose of holding a 
public hearing at which time and place all persons, parties in interest and cities who desire, shall 
have an opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of said Ordinance No. 26-05, which 
was introduced by the City Council of the City of Huntsville on the 8th day of January, 2026, 
amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama. 
 

2. That the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, is substantially in words and figures as follows: 

 
 

3. This ordinance shall take effect from and after the date of publication. 
 
 

 
ADOPTED this the ________ day of __________, 2026. 

 
            

President of the City Council of 
the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 
APPROVED this the ________ day of __________, 2026. 

 
            

Mayor of the City of Huntsville,   
Alabama 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-04 (Cont’d) 
 

ADOPTED this the 8th day of January, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Jennie Robinson    
President of the City Council  
of the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 8th day of January, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  

ORDINANCE NO. 26-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The public welfare requiring it, and under authority granted by Section 11-52-78 of the 
1975 Code of Alabama, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, as follows: 
 
 1. That the following area, land lying on the south side of Martin Rd and east of 
Electronics Blvd, which area is a newly annexed area of the City of Huntsville, Madison County, 
Alabama, and which has not been zoned previously, shall be shown and classified on the Official 
Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as Residence 2 District, in the Zoning 
Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, said property being particularly described as 
follows: 
 

All that part of the Southwest Quarter of Section 33, Township 04 South, Range 02 
West of the Huntsville Meridian, in the City of Huntsville, Madison County, 
Alabama, being more particularly described as follows; Commencing at a 3/4 inch 
steel rod found at the Southeast corner of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of said Section 33, thence North 01 Degree 58 Minutes 23 Seconds East, 
831.83 feet to Point of Beginning of the tract herein described; thence from the 
Point Of Beginning, North 87 Degrees 59 Minutes 26 Seconds West, 325.30 feet 
to a point; thence South 02 Degrees 00 Minutes 34 Seconds West, 539.01 feet to a 
point; thence North 63 Degrees 30 Minutes 58 Seconds West, 279.68 feet to a point; 
thence  North 77 Degrees 12 Minutes 29 Seconds West, 585.40 feet to a point; 
thence North 75 Degrees 35 Minutes 36 Seconds West, 373.56 feet to a point; 
thence North 69 Degrees 02 Minutes 07 Seconds West, 217.67 feet to a point; 
thence North 61 Degrees 35 Minutes 39 Seconds West, 199.13 feet to a point; 
thence North 55 Degrees 30 Minutes 49 Seconds West, 352.46 feet to a point; 
thence North 41 Degrees 22 Minutes 42 Seconds West, 118.91 feet to a point; 
thence North 28 Degrees 36 Minutes 37 Seconds West, 133.10 feet to a point; 
thence North 27 Degrees 33 Minutes 13 Seconds West, 149.75 feet to a point; 
thence South 89 Degrees 32 Minutes 16 Seconds East, 859.52 feet to a point; thence 
South 89 Degrees 29 Minutes 12 Seconds East, 1,565.69 feet to a point; thence 
South 01 Degree 58 Minutes 23 Seconds West, 510.35 feet back to the Point of 
Beginning and containing 36.54 acres, more or less. 
 
2. The boundaries of the above district as described and defined above are hereby 

established and shall be shown on the Official Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, 
on file in the Planning Division of the Urban Development Department, in accordance with the 
various classifications herein enumerated and hereafter the regulations governing said district 
under the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall apply to the area so 
described. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-06 
 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has given 
consideration to an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, a synopsis of said amendment being as 
follows: 
 

(1) The rezoning of certain land lying land lying on the east of Greenbrier 
Road, and north of I-565 from Residence 2 and Highway Business C-4 
Districts to Commercial Industrial Park District. 
 

(2) The first publication of this resolution, this synopsis, and the ordinance 
hereinafter set out at length shall be in the Speakin’ Out News on the 28th              
day of January, 2026, and the second publication shall be one week 
thereafter on the 4th  day of February, 2026, both of which publications 
shall be at least 15 days in advance of the date of the public hearing 
hereinafter referred to. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the judgement and opinion of the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, that consideration should be given to the adoption of an amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, in accordance with said request; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, as follows: 
 
1. That the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet at 5:30 p.m. on 

the 26th day of February, 2026, in the Council Chambers of the City of Huntsville Administration 
Building at 305 Fountain Circle in the City of Huntsville, Alabama, for the purpose of holding a 
public hearing at which time and place all persons, parties in interest and cities who desire, shall 
have an opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of said Ordinance No. 26-06, which 
is introduced by the City Council of the City of Huntsville on the 8th day of January, 2026, 
amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama. 
 

2. That the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, is substantially in words and figures as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-07 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

___________________________________________________________________ 
  

The public welfare requiring it, and under authority granted by Section 11-52-78 of the 
1975 Code of Alabama, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, as follows: 
 
 1.  That the following area, land lying on the east of Greenbrier Road, and north of I-565, 
which area is now shown and classified on the Official Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, Residence 2 and Highway Business C-4 Districts, shall be shown and classified on the 
Official Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as Commercial Industrial Park 
District, in the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, said property being 
particularly described as follows:  

 
All that part of Sections 33 and 34, Township 04 South, Range 03 West of the 
Huntsville Meridian, Limestone County, Alabama more particularly described as 
commencing at a point located at the Northeast Corner of said Section 33;  thence 
from the Point of Commencement, South 01 Degree 07 Minutes 34 Seconds West 
1472.94 feet to a point; said point is further described as being the Point of 
Beginning; thence from the Point of Beginning, North 89 Degrees 28 Minutes 26 
Seconds East 344.30 feet to a point; thence South 01 Degree 06 Minutes 36 Seconds 
West 166.11 feet to a point; thence North 88 Degrees 24 Minutes 36 Seconds West 
304.33 feet to a point; thence North 87 Degrees 44 Minutes 34 Seconds West 39.49 
feet to a point; thence North 00 Degrees 58 Minutes 37 Seconds East 152.94 feet 
back to the Point of Beginning and containing 1.26 acres, more or less.   
 
INCLUDING 
 
All that part of Section 34, Township 04 South, Range 03 West of the Huntsville 
Meridian, Limestone County, Alabama more particularly described as commencing 
at a point located at the Southeast Corner of said Section 34;  thence from the Point 
of Commencement, North 01 Degree 02 Minutes 56 Seconds East 2396.27 feet to 
a point; said point is further described as being the Point of Beginning; thence from 
the Point of Beginning, South 66 Degrees 08 Minutes 10 Seconds West 3056.74 
feet to a point; thence North 01 Degree 29 Minutes 15 Seconds East 1652.3 feet to 
a point; thence South 88 Degrees 56 Minutes 50 Seconds East 1516.21 feet to a 
point; thence North 66 Degrees 04 Minutes 20 Seconds East 1368.97 feet to a point; 
thence South 00 Degrees 53 Minutes 45 Seconds West 942.58 feet back to the Point 
of Beginning and containing 72.18 acres, more or less. 
 

 2. The boundaries of the above district as described and defined above are hereby 
established and shall be shown on the Official Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, 
on file in the Planning Division of the Urban Development Department, in accordance with the 

various classifications herein enumerated and hereafter the regulations governing said district 
under the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall apply to the area so 
described. 
 

3. This ordinance shall take effect from and after the date of publication. 
 
 

ADOPTED this the ________ day of __________, 2026. 
 
            

President of the City Council of 
the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 
APPROVED this the ________ day of __________, 2026. 

 
            

Mayor of the City of Huntsville,   
Alabama 

 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-06 (Cont’d) 

 
 

ADOPTED this the 8th day of January, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Jennie Robinson    
President of the City Council  
of the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 8th day of January, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Public notice is hereby given that the regular meeting of the Huntsville Historic Preservation 
Commission will be held on Monday, February 9, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers 
on the 2nd floor of City Hall, 305 Fountain Circle, Huntsville, Alabama. The Commission will take 
action on the following items: 
 
809 Beirne Avenue – Allen Moore, applicant. 
Install privacy fence. 
 
705 School Street – Trey Propst, applicant. 
Remove porch railing, replace porch columns and front door, and install handrails. 
 
1214 Wellman Avenue – Trey Propst, applicant. 
Modify garage door configuration. 
 
704 Holmes Avenue – Dan Pond for Mark Cooper, applicant. 
Construct new garage with breezeway. 
 
704 Randolph Avenue – Marc Goldmon for Parker Jones, applicant. 
Paint exterior and install shutters. 
 
413 Echols Avenue – Edward Jones for Judy and John Howard, applicants. 
Replace windows. 
 
304 Gates Avenue – Frank Nola for Kiley and Bo Cochran, applicants. 
Construct porte-cochere, rear addition and detached garage. 
 
313 White Street – Rob Owens for Emilie and Asa Gilliland, applicants. 
Construct carport and garage and replace side windows. 
 
433 McClung Avenue – Rob Owens for Lucinda and Marshall Schreeder, applicants. 
Modify entrance, remove second floor central window, replace wood shake siding with Hardie 
Cement Straight Shake siding, extend shake siding on front elevation and change paint colors. 
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Notice to Contractors 
Huntsville Utilities Advertisement for Bid 

Huntsville Utilities in Huntsville, Alabama is seeking bids for the below-mentioned project located in Huntsville, 
Alabama.  Sealed bids will be received by the City of Huntsville, a municipal corporation within the State of Alabama, 

d/b/a/ Huntsville Utilities, by mail, at P.O. Box 2048, Huntsville, AL, 35804, or personal delivery, at the bid opening 
location listed below.  IFB Number, Project Name, Contractor’s name, and Alabama Contractor’s License number 
must be printed on the outside of each sealed bid.  Bidder instructions, including pre-bid meeting and contractor 

questionnaire details, are provided in the bid documents. As part of the bidding process, attendance at the Prebid 
meeting is encourged. E-mail the Contract Administrator for a copy of the bid packet. The contractor shall furnish all 
supervision, labor, materials, supplies, tools, equipment, and transportation necessary to perform the construction 

called for under this contract in a timely, safe, and professional manner. 
 

Bids will be accepted only from qualified General Contractors licensed prior to the bid opening by the State of 
Alabama.  A cashier's check or a bid bond payable to the City of Huntsville, Alabama, d/b/a/ Huntsville Utilities for an 

amount not less than 5% of the contractor's bid, but in no event more than $10,000.00, will be required to 
accompany each bid.  A performance bond, a payment bond, a maintenance bond, and   insurance will be required 

prior to execution of the contract. No bid may be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time for the receipt of bids 
for a period of ninety (90) days. 

 
Bid No.: IFB 26-033 

Project Title: Truck Bays Tube Heater Replacement 
Prebid Meeting Location: 1145 Jordan Rd Huntsville, Alabama 35811 

Pre-bid meeting/site visit: 10:00 a.m. CST on February 12, 2026 
Bid Opening Location: 112 Spragins Street NW Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Bid opening meeting: 10:30 a.m. CST on February 25, 2026 
Project Funded by: Huntsville Utilities 

Project Duration: 45 Days 
Scope of Work: Provide tube heaters (complete and installed) to adequately heat  

the facility bays at Chase Electric Operations.  
_______________________________________ 
The right to reject any and all bids is reserved. 

Contract Administrator: 
John Lones 

John.Lones@hsvutil.org 
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NOTICE OF COMPLETION

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION 
In search of individuals who were 
employed at SOUTH CENTRAL 
BELL or CHRYSLER in 
HUNTSVILLE between 1970-1990 
and worked with JAMES CAUSEY, 
please call 1-855-988-2537. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION 
In search of individuals who were 
employed at REDSTONE ARSENAL 
in HUNTSVILLE between 1957-
1979 and worked with HOWARD 
CAUSEY, please call 1-855-988-
2537. 

 

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF COMPLETION                                               
Pursuant to Ala. Code §39-1-1 

 

Notice is hereby given that Velvet Pines Developers, LLC has completed all work required under 
its contract with the City of Huntsville for the following public works project: 

 

 Project Name: First Floor Modifications for Huntsville Police Department S.O.D. 

Project Number: 674621-335905 

Project Location: 2411 Ninth Ave. SW  Huntsville, AL 35805. 

The work on this project was substantially completed on February 6, 2026. 

Any person or entity having a claim for labor, materials, or otherwise in connection with this 
public works project must file written notice of such claim as provided by Alabama law within 
forty-five (45) days from the date of final settlement. 

This notice is given pursuant to Section 39-1-1 of the Code of Alabama. 

 

Dated this 6th day of February, 2026. 

Velvet Pines Developers, LLC                         
69160 LA-59 Unit 1                                                                 
Mandeville, LA 70471                     
(985)875-2090 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-98 
 

WHEREAS, certain property has recently been annexed to the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property is now legally part of the incorporated municipality of the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama, and as such is subject to the laws and ordinances governing the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property, having been outside the boundaries of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, prior to the annexing of same to the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has never been 
subject to the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has given 
consideration to an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, a synopsis of said amendment being as 
follows: 
 

(1) The zoning of 1.41 acres of land lying on the south of Sutton Rd and west 
of Woodside Drive to Residence 1-A District. 
 

(2) The first publication of this resolution, this synopsis, and the ordinance 
hereinafter set out at length shall be in the Speakin’ Out News on 25th              
day of February, 2026, and the second publication shall be one week 
thereafter on the 4th  day of March, 2026, both of which publications shall 
be at least 15 days in advance of the date of the public hearing hereinafter 
referred to. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the judgement and opinion of the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, that consideration should be given to the adoption of an amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, in accordance with said request; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, as follows: 
 
1. That the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet at 5:30 p.m. on 

the 26th day of March, 2026, in the Council Chambers of the City of Huntsville Administration 
Building at 305 Fountain Circle in the City of Huntsville, Alabama, for the purpose of holding a 
public hearing at which time and place all persons, parties in interest and cities who desire, shall 
have an opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of said Ordinance No. 26-99, which 
was introduced by the City Council of the City of Huntsville on the 12th day of February, 2026, 
amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama. 
 

2. That the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, is substantially in words and figures as follows: 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-99 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The public welfare requiring it, and under authority granted by Section 11-52-78 of the 
1975 Code of Alabama, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, as follows: 
 
 1. That the following area, land lying on the south of Sutton Rd and west of Woodside 
Drive, which area is a newly annexed area of the City of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama, 
and which has not been zoned previously, shall be shown and classified on the Official Zoning 
Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as Residence 1-A District, in the Zoning Ordinances of 
the City of Huntsville, Alabama, said property being particularly described as follows: 
 

All that part of Section 26, Township 04 South, Range 01 East of the Huntsville 
Meridian, in the City of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama more particularly 
described as commencing at a point located at the Southwest Corner of said Section 
26; thence from the Point of Commencement, North 77 Degrees 25 Minutes 19 
Seconds East, 2,715.40 feet to a point; said point is further described as being the 
Point of Beginning; thence from the Point of Beginning, North 01 Degree 41 
Minutes 59 Seconds East, 246.47 feet to a point; thence South 60 Degrees 45 
Minutes 03 Seconds East, 248.14 feet to a point; thence North 62 Degrees 40 
Minutes 50 Seconds East, 57.18 feet to a point; thence South 01 Degree 41 Minutes 
59 Seconds West, 43.12 feet to a point; thence South 62 Degrees 40 Minutes 50 
Seconds West, 28.18 feet to a point; thence South 01 Degree 41 Minutes 59 
Seconds West, 227.89 feet to a point; thence North 61 Degrees 15 Minutes 34 
Seconds West, 275.48 feet back to the Point of Beginning and containing 1.41 
acres, more or less. 
 
2. The boundaries of the above district as described and defined above are hereby 

established and shall be shown on the Official Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, 
on file in the Planning Division of the Urban Development Department, in accordance with the 
various classifications herein enumerated and hereafter the regulations governing said district 
under the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall apply to the area so 
described. 

 
3. This ordinance shall take effect from and after the date of publication. 

 
ADOPTED this the                day of                             , 2026. 
 
      ________________________________ 
      President of the City Council of   

       the City of Huntsville, Alabama. 
 

APPROVED this the                day of                             , 2026. 
 

      _________________________________ 
Mayor of the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-98 (Cont’d) 
 
 

ADOPTED this the 12th day of February, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Jennie Robinson    
President of the City Council  
of the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 12th day of February, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-100 
 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has given 
consideration to an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, a synopsis of said amendment being as 
follows: 
 

(1) The rezoning of certain land lying on the west of Bell Rd and south of 
Belle Park Lane from Residence 1-B District to Residence 2 District. 
 

(2) The first publication of this resolution, this synopsis, and the ordinance 
hereinafter set out at length shall be in the Speakin’ Out News on the 25th              
day of February, 2026, and the second publication shall be one week 
thereafter on the 4th  day of March, 2026, both of which publications shall 
be at least 15 days in advance of the date of the public hearing hereinafter 
referred to. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the judgement and opinion of the City Council of the City of Huntsville, 

Alabama, that consideration should be given to the adoption of an amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, in accordance with said request; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, as follows: 
 
1. That the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet at 5:30 p.m. on 

the 26th  day of March, 2026, in the Council Chambers of the City of Huntsville Administration 
Building at 305 Fountain Circle in the City of Huntsville, Alabama, for the purpose of holding a 
public hearing at which time and place all persons, parties in interest and cities who desire, shall 
have an opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of said Ordinance No. 26-101, which 
is introduced by the City Council of the City of Huntsville on the 12th  day of February, 2026, 
amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama. 
 

2. That the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, is substantially in words and figures as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-101 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

___________________________________________________________________ 
  

The public welfare requiring it, and under authority granted by Section 11-52-78 of the 
1975 Code of Alabama, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, as follows: 
 
 1.  That the following area, land lying on the west of Bell Rd and south of Belle Park 
Lane, which area is now shown and classified on the Official Zoning Maps of the City of 
Huntsville, Alabama, Residence 1-B District, shall be shown and classified on the Official Zoning 
Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as Residence 2 District, in the Zoning Ordinances of the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama, said property being particularly described as follows:  

 
All that part of Section 13, Township 05 South, Range 01 West of the Huntsville 
Meridian, in the City of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama more particularly 
described as commencing at a point located at the Northeast corner of said Section 
13;  thence from the Point of Commencement, South 63 Degrees 55 Minutes 23 
Seconds West 1089.65 feet to a point; said point is further described as the Point of 
Beginning; thence from the Point of Beginning, South 01 Degree 54 Minutes 57 
Seconds West 168.96 feet to a point; thence North 87 Degrees 58 Minutes 08 
Seconds West 297.76 feet to a point; thence North 01 Degree 44 Minutes 59 Seconds 
East 167.81 feet to a point; thence South 88 Degrees 11 Minutes 22 Seconds East 
298.25 feet back to the Point of Beginning and containing 1.15 acres, more or less.  
 

 2. The boundaries of the above district as described and defined above are hereby 
established and shall be shown on the Official Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, 
on file in the Planning Division of the Urban Development Department, in accordance with the 
various classifications herein enumerated and hereafter the regulations governing said district 
under the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall apply to the area so 
described. 

 
3. This ordinance shall take effect from and after the date of publication. 
 
 
ADOPTED this the           day of                     , 2026. 
 
      ________________________________ 
      President of the City Council of   

       the City of Huntsville, Alabama. 
 

APPROVED this the           day of                     , 2026. 
 

      _________________________________ 
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,  
Alabama 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-100 (Cont’d) 
 

ADOPTED this the 12th day of February, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Jennie Robinson    
President of the City Council  
of the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 12th day of February, 2026. 
  

       /s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  

 
 

cember 2025 after Tus-
caloosa filed suit in the 
Montgomery Circuit Court. 
Other plaintiffs included 
Mobile, Hoover, Mountain 
Brook, and Tuscaloosa City 
Schools. The plaintiffs ar-
gued that the SSUT unfairly 
distributes online sales tax 
revenue, depriving munici-
palities of funds they would 
otherwise receive from local 
purchases.

The lawsuit followed a 
history of municipal con-
cerns over the 2016 cre-
ation of the SSUT, designed 
to collect sales tax on on-
line purchases across Ala-
bama. Under the SSUT sys-
tem, which applies an 8% 
tax, 50% of revenue goes to 
the state, divided between 
the General Fund and the 
Education Trust Fund. The 
remaining 50% is allocated 
to local governments, with 
40% to counties and 60% to 
municipalities, both based 
on population rather than 
the point of sale.

Cities, including Madison, 
have contended that the 
SSUT does not follow tra-
ditional destination-based 
sales tax principles. When 
residents make purchases 
online, municipalities re-
ceive less revenue than 
they would from the same 
purchase at a local brick-
and-mortar store. This has 
fueled disputes, particu-
larly as online shopping 
has grown significantly in 
Alabama. SSUT collections 
jumped from $386.3 million 
in fiscal 2020 to $851.1 mil-
lion in 2024, according to 
the Alabama Department of 
Revenue.

At the request of state leg-
islative leadership, Madison 
and other participating cit-
ies agreed to dismiss their 
claims without prejudice. 
This move allows lawmak-
ers to engage in discussions 
to find a legislative solution 
while preserving the cities’ 
right to reassert the lawsuit 
if negotiations do not yield a 
timely and adequate resolu-
tion.

Officials say the goal of 
legislative engagement is 
to ensure that online sales 
tax revenue generated by 
city residents benefits local 
communities and supports 
essential services. City lead-
ers have emphasized the 
importance of fairness in 
tax distribution, noting that 
local governments rely on 
sales tax funds to provide 
public safety, maintain in-
frastructure, and support 
education programs.

Mayor Bartlett called the 
voluntary dismissal a “good 
faith effort” to pursue a so-
lution through collaboration 
with the legislature while 
keeping legal options open. 
Municipal leaders hope that 
a legislative fix will resolve 
longstanding concerns over 
SSUT allocations and pro-
vide cities like Madison with 
funding that more closely 
reflects the revenue gener-
ated within their borders.
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helped guide Davis into the 
spotlight, cementing Hunts-
ville’s role in entertainment 
history.

The city’s connection to 
music royalty continues 
with the unforgettable Little 
Richard. Before becoming 
a larger-than-life pioneer of 
rock and roll, he studied at 
Oakwood University. Today, 
his legacy is celebrated in 
Huntsville through a vi-
brant mural in the MidC-
ity District — a reminder 
that greatness once walked 
these same streets.

Huntsville’s education-
al institutions have also 
played a central role in cul-
tivating musical brilliance. 
In the early 1900s, blues 
pioneer W.C. Handy — wide-
ly regarded as the “Father 
of the Blues” — served as 
band director at Alabama 
A&M University under the 
leadership of founder Wil-
liam Hooper Councill. That 
legacy extended through 
Councill’s family, as his 
grandson Walter Buchanan 
later led an orchestra that 
recorded with jazz and 
blues legend Dinah Wash-
ington.

Even the cosmic world of 
jazz fusion traces back to 
Huntsville. Herman Blount, 
who would later become in-
ternationally known as Sun 
Ra, developed his early mu-
sical identity while studying 
at Alabama A&M. His exper-
imental genius would go on 
to redefine the boundaries 
of jazz.

Some of Huntsville’s mu-
sical ties are lesser known 
but equally remarkable.

G r a m m y - n o m i n a t e d 
songwriter Clifton Da-
vis, celebrated for writing 
“Never Can Say Goodbye,” 
earned a degree in theology 
from Oakwood University. 
Joya Wesley, daughter of 
famed trombonist Fred Wes-
ley of James Brown’s band, 
was also born in Huntsville 
— further weaving the city 
into the fabric of Black mu-
sical excellence.

Behind the scenes, 
Huntsville has influenced 
some of the most beloved 
songs in R&B history. Anita 
Baker’s timeless hit “Giv-
ing You the Best That I’ve 
Got” carries Huntsville 
connections through pro-
ducer Skip Scarborough 
and Sound Cell Studios. 
Additionally, the legend-
ary group Frankie Beverly 
and Maze were managed by 
Huntsville native Joe Doug-
las, whose work helped el-
evate their iconic career.

Modern music has also 
felt Huntsville’s impact 
through professionals like 
producer, arranger, and vo-
cal coach Steve Mackey. 
While living in Huntsville, 
Mackey honed his craft per-
forming with Oakwood Uni-
versity’s Aeolians, Dynamic 
Praise, and the Madison 
Mission Mass Choir. He has 
since worked with major 
artists including Jennifer 
Lopez, Selena Gomez, Ma-
roon 5, Fergie, and Lenny 
Kravitz — proving Hunts-
ville’s reach extends far be-
yond Alabama.

And the story is far from 
over.

Today’s generation con-
tinues to build on this leg-
acy through artists such 
as nationally touring opera 
singer Brandie Inez Sutton, 
Grammy-winning R&B and 
hip-hop contributor Kel-
vin Wooten, and Contem-
porary Christian recording 
artist ADIA — an African 
American vocalist whose 
presence in the late 1990s 
broadened representation 
of Black women in Chris-
tian music. Their collective 
impact proves that Hunts-
ville’s musical influence is 
not confined to history but 
is alive and evolving.

The African American 
musical contributions to 
Huntsville are not merely 
historical trivia—they are a 
powerful testament to cre-
ativity, resilience, and influ-
ence. Huntsville’s footsteps 
in music remain steady, 

REV. JESSE JACKSON
continued from page A1

Jackson was more than a 
footnote in civil rights his-
tory — he was a force of na-
ture, a minister, an activist, 
and one of the longest-serv-
ing leaders of the modern 
movement. Born in 1941 in 
Greenville, South Carolina, 
he grew up under segrega-
tion, conditions that would 
ignite a lifelong commit-
ment to justice.

After graduating from 
North Carolina A&T and the 
Chicago Theological Semi-
nary, Jackson became a key 
organizer in the Civil Rights 
Movement. As a young man, 
he worked alongside Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., even 
meeting him at the Lor-
raine Motel just days before 
King’s assassination. From 
those early days, Jackson 
carried forward King’s mis-
sion with his own distinc-
tive voice and vision.

In the waning years of 
the 20th century, Jackson 
transformed civil rights ac-
tivism into political engage-
ment. He founded Operation 
Breadbasket and later the 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, 
organizations that pushed 

for economic justice, voting 
rights, and inclusion in cor-
porate America. His work 
on jobs, education, and 
community empowerment 
helped expand the move-
ment beyond marches and 
sit-ins into everyday life for 
millions of Americans.

But perhaps no chapter 
was more defining than his 
presidential campaigns. In 
1984 and 1988, Jackson 
became the first Black can-
didate to mount truly viable 
runs for the Democratic 
nomination. Though he did 
not win the White House, 
his campaigns galvanized 
Black political participa-
tion, reshaped delegate 
rules, and set the stage for 
future leaders — most no-
tably Barack Obama. Jack-
son’s rallying cry, “Keep 
hope alive,” became more 
than a slogan; it was a sum-
mons to a generation.

Jackson’s influence also 
extended worldwide. Known 
for his moral courage, he 
served as an international 
mediator, advocating for hu-
man rights in conflicts from 
the Middle East to Africa. 

His voice was moral, pro-
phetic, and unafraid — even 
when controversial.

In recent years, Jackson 
faced health challenges, in-
cluding neurological disor-
ders and debilitating condi-
tions that limited his public 
presence. Nonetheless, he 
remained a symbol of re-
solve, urging new genera-
tions to continue the work 
of justice.

World leaders, presidents, 
activists, and ordinary citi-
zens have paid tribute since 
his passing — acknowledg-
ing a life that expanded free-
dom, deepened democracy, 
and pushed America closer 
to its promises, even when 
those promises remained 
incomplete.

Rev. Jesse Jackson 
leaves a legacy not only of 
achievements but of unfin-
ished struggle — a reminder 
that the arc of justice bends 
only through our collective 
effort. In this Black History 
Month, his life calls us to 
keep hope alive — and to 
act.

Alabama Public Service 
Commission from an elect-
ed to an appointed body. 
Members say that the dis-
cussion lasted roughly 30 
minutes before turning to 
House leadership — specif-
ically, whether Rep. Scott 
Stadthagen, R-Hartselle, 
should remain as the ma-
jority leader while running 
for chairman of the Ala-
bama Republican Party.

During that exchange, 
Ledbetter made the remark 
now circulating publicly: “I 
could give a shit about the 
Republican Party.”

In a statement, Ledbet-
ter said his comments 
were made in the context of 
prioritizing House Repub-
licans’ reelection efforts 
and maintaining the GOP 
supermajority.

“When you’re speaker, 
House Republican elec-
tions come first,” Ledbetter 
said, adding that he fully 
supports the Republican 
Party.

Lawmakers who attended 
the meeting argue the line 
was stripped of context.

“The focus was on pro-
tecting House members,” 
one member said. “It wasn’t 
an attack on the party.”

Several members de-
scribed the leak as a viola-
tion of caucus confidential-
ity and said the recording 
has caused frustration and 
distrust.

“This isn’t a revolt 
against the speaker,” one 
lawmaker said. “It’s a lead-
ership debate — and some-
one tried to weaponize it.”

57-SECOND CLIP
continued from page A1

The Briar Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America (CPCA), Huntsville, 
Alabama, submits this announcement. 
Due to the passing away of our beloved 
pastor, Rev. Dr. Theodis Acklin in August 
2025, we are prayerfully seeking a full-
time pastor, called by God, who will be 
the spiritual leader of the congregation.
 
PASTORAL JOB DESCRIPTION

Full-Time Pastor
Opening Date: February 1, 2026

Closing Date:   February 28, 2026
The qualified candidate is responsible to 
God, is dedicated with a shepherd’s heart, 
to lead and guide a loving and growing 
congregation; gifted and devoted to 
preaching and teaching the word of God 
to all age groups.

The desired candidate includes an 
individual who possesses a Pastoral 
Leadership Vision, equipping them to 
address the changes of today’s environ-
ment, providing leadership in all spiritual 
and administrative areas of the church, 
engaging in pastoral care for the congre-
gation through visitations, counseling, 
prayer, conducting weddings, funerals, 
and administering the ordinances and 
sacraments of the church.

The qualified candidate who fills this 
position should be sound in faith, exem-
plary in conduct, and competent to per-
form the duties of the ministry according 
to the Holy Bible and the requirements 
outlined in the CPCA Confession of Faith. 

Candidates must demonstrate a 
God-given vision, as evidenced by 
substantive ministerial experience. 
Salary is commensurate with 
experience and skills.

APPLICATION PROCESS: 
All interested and qualified 
candidates must submit an
 initial candidate package 
consisting of the following:

1.  A current resume 
2.  Copy of CPCA* Ministerial License 
and/or Ordination Certificate
3.  Summary of any biblical/theological 
studies, including copies of diplomas or
academic transcripts
4.  Three letters of reference from individ-
uals familiar with the candidate’s charac-
ter and suitability for pastoral ministry

*NOTE: Non-CPCA Candidates must 
be willing to meet the CPCA Licensing/
Ordination Certification and Credential-
ing requirements as defined in the CPCA 
Confession of Faith. Missing information 
may result in automatic disqualification. 

Final candidates will be notified and may 
be asked to provide additional information, 
such as video recordings of preaching and 
teaching, later in the selection process.  

All inquiries will be submitted by mail or 
email to the Pastoral Search Committee at:
Mail: Briar Fork Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America
Attn: Pastoral Search Committee
2105 Winchester Road, NE
Huntsville, AL 35811
 
CANDIDATE PACKAGES MUST 

BE RECEIVED NO LATER 
THAN FEBRUARY 28, 2026

*** Any candidate package received after the 
deadline date will not be considered ***

Thank you for your interest,
Briar Fork CPCA Pastoral 

Search Committee
*** NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE ***
The Briar Fork Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America is seeking a Full-Time 

Pastor. Application information and a full job 
description are listed on the church website: 

http://www.BriarForkCPCA.com

BRIAR FORKBRIAR FORK  
CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN AMERICA (CPCA)

2105 Winchester Road, NE | Huntsville, AL 35811
www.BriarForkCPCA.com

Email: BriarForkCPCA@gmail.com

PASTORAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

THE LATE PASTORTHE LATE PASTOR  
Rev. Dr. Theodis AcklinRev. Dr. Theodis Acklin

lions to lose their right 
to vote, disproportion-
ately impacting Blacks 
by erecting new barriers 
to ballots.  Fewer than 
half of Americans have a 
valid passport, according 
to the U.S. State Depart-
ment. Married women 
who changed their last 

names, seniors, rural 
voters, and low-income 
Americans would be es-
pecially impacted.

Proponents of the bill 
believe it is necessary to 
maintain voter integrity, 
while opponents say it 
dismantles civil rights. 
The Senate will now de-
cide if the hard-fought civ-
il right to vote will come 
with more conditions and 
permission. Which brings 
me back to my daughter 
and her autonomy, and 
how fleeting civil rights 
can be depending on who 
is in office.   

Raven Perry-Beach, Esq.
107 Jefferson St.
Suite 14
Huntsville, AL 35801
(256) 799-0292
* Licensed in Ala-

bama, Tennessee, Mas-
sachusetts, and DC     

NO CLIENT RELATIONSHIP: 
Communication with an attor-
ney does not by itself create 
an attorney-client relationship 
or constitute the provision or 
receipt of legal advice. Any 
communication from this office 
should be considered informa-
tional only, and should not be 
relied or acted upon until a for-
mal attorney-client relationship 
is established by written agree-
ment.

SAVE 
ACT
continued from page A1

cember 2025 after Tus-
caloosa filed suit in the 
Montgomery Circuit Court. 
Other plaintiffs included 
Mobile, Hoover, Mountain 
Brook, and Tuscaloosa City 
Schools. The plaintiffs ar-
gued that the SSUT unfairly 
distributes online sales tax 
revenue, depriving munici-
palities of funds they would 
otherwise receive from local 
purchases.

The lawsuit followed a 
history of municipal con-
cerns over the 2016 cre-
ation of the SSUT, designed 
to collect sales tax on on-
line purchases across Ala-
bama. Under the SSUT sys-
tem, which applies an 8% 
tax, 50% of revenue goes to 
the state, divided between 
the General Fund and the 
Education Trust Fund. The 
remaining 50% is allocated 
to local governments, with 
40% to counties and 60% to 
municipalities, both based 
on population rather than 
the point of sale.

Cities, including Madison, 
have contended that the 
SSUT does not follow tra-
ditional destination-based 
sales tax principles. When 
residents make purchases 
online, municipalities re-
ceive less revenue than 
they would from the same 
purchase at a local brick-
and-mortar store. This has 
fueled disputes, particu-
larly as online shopping 
has grown significantly in 
Alabama. SSUT collections 
jumped from $386.3 million 
in fiscal 2020 to $851.1 mil-
lion in 2024, according to 
the Alabama Department of 
Revenue.

At the request of state leg-
islative leadership, Madison 
and other participating cit-
ies agreed to dismiss their 
claims without prejudice. 
This move allows lawmak-
ers to engage in discussions 
to find a legislative solution 
while preserving the cities’ 
right to reassert the lawsuit 
if negotiations do not yield a 
timely and adequate resolu-
tion.

Officials say the goal of 
legislative engagement is 
to ensure that online sales 
tax revenue generated by 
city residents benefits local 
communities and supports 
essential services. City lead-
ers have emphasized the 
importance of fairness in 
tax distribution, noting that 
local governments rely on 
sales tax funds to provide 
public safety, maintain in-
frastructure, and support 
education programs.

Mayor Bartlett called the 
voluntary dismissal a “good 
faith effort” to pursue a so-
lution through collaboration 
with the legislature while 
keeping legal options open. 
Municipal leaders hope that 
a legislative fix will resolve 
longstanding concerns over 
SSUT allocations and pro-
vide cities like Madison with 
funding that more closely 
reflects the revenue gener-
ated within their borders.
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helped guide Davis into the 
spotlight, cementing Hunts-
ville’s role in entertainment 
history.

The city’s connection to 
music royalty continues 
with the unforgettable Little 
Richard. Before becoming 
a larger-than-life pioneer of 
rock and roll, he studied at 
Oakwood University. Today, 
his legacy is celebrated in 
Huntsville through a vi-
brant mural in the MidC-
ity District — a reminder 
that greatness once walked 
these same streets.

Huntsville’s education-
al institutions have also 
played a central role in cul-
tivating musical brilliance. 
In the early 1900s, blues 
pioneer W.C. Handy — wide-
ly regarded as the “Father 
of the Blues” — served as 
band director at Alabama 
A&M University under the 
leadership of founder Wil-
liam Hooper Councill. That 
legacy extended through 
Councill’s family, as his 
grandson Walter Buchanan 
later led an orchestra that 
recorded with jazz and 
blues legend Dinah Wash-
ington.

Even the cosmic world of 
jazz fusion traces back to 
Huntsville. Herman Blount, 
who would later become in-
ternationally known as Sun 
Ra, developed his early mu-
sical identity while studying 
at Alabama A&M. His exper-
imental genius would go on 
to redefine the boundaries 
of jazz.

Some of Huntsville’s mu-
sical ties are lesser known 
but equally remarkable.

G r a m m y - n o m i n a t e d 
songwriter Clifton Da-
vis, celebrated for writing 
“Never Can Say Goodbye,” 
earned a degree in theology 
from Oakwood University. 
Joya Wesley, daughter of 
famed trombonist Fred Wes-
ley of James Brown’s band, 
was also born in Huntsville 
— further weaving the city 
into the fabric of Black mu-
sical excellence.

Behind the scenes, 
Huntsville has influenced 
some of the most beloved 
songs in R&B history. Anita 
Baker’s timeless hit “Giv-
ing You the Best That I’ve 
Got” carries Huntsville 
connections through pro-
ducer Skip Scarborough 
and Sound Cell Studios. 
Additionally, the legend-
ary group Frankie Beverly 
and Maze were managed by 
Huntsville native Joe Doug-
las, whose work helped el-
evate their iconic career.

Modern music has also 
felt Huntsville’s impact 
through professionals like 
producer, arranger, and vo-
cal coach Steve Mackey. 
While living in Huntsville, 
Mackey honed his craft per-
forming with Oakwood Uni-
versity’s Aeolians, Dynamic 
Praise, and the Madison 
Mission Mass Choir. He has 
since worked with major 
artists including Jennifer 
Lopez, Selena Gomez, Ma-
roon 5, Fergie, and Lenny 
Kravitz — proving Hunts-
ville’s reach extends far be-
yond Alabama.

And the story is far from 
over.

Today’s generation con-
tinues to build on this leg-
acy through artists such 
as nationally touring opera 
singer Brandie Inez Sutton, 
Grammy-winning R&B and 
hip-hop contributor Kel-
vin Wooten, and Contem-
porary Christian recording 
artist ADIA — an African 
American vocalist whose 
presence in the late 1990s 
broadened representation 
of Black women in Chris-
tian music. Their collective 
impact proves that Hunts-
ville’s musical influence is 
not confined to history but 
is alive and evolving.

The African American 
musical contributions to 
Huntsville are not merely 
historical trivia—they are a 
powerful testament to cre-
ativity, resilience, and influ-
ence. Huntsville’s footsteps 
in music remain steady, 

REV. JESSE JACKSON
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Jackson was more than a 
footnote in civil rights his-
tory — he was a force of na-
ture, a minister, an activist, 
and one of the longest-serv-
ing leaders of the modern 
movement. Born in 1941 in 
Greenville, South Carolina, 
he grew up under segrega-
tion, conditions that would 
ignite a lifelong commit-
ment to justice.

After graduating from 
North Carolina A&T and the 
Chicago Theological Semi-
nary, Jackson became a key 
organizer in the Civil Rights 
Movement. As a young man, 
he worked alongside Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., even 
meeting him at the Lor-
raine Motel just days before 
King’s assassination. From 
those early days, Jackson 
carried forward King’s mis-
sion with his own distinc-
tive voice and vision.

In the waning years of 
the 20th century, Jackson 
transformed civil rights ac-
tivism into political engage-
ment. He founded Operation 
Breadbasket and later the 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, 
organizations that pushed 

for economic justice, voting 
rights, and inclusion in cor-
porate America. His work 
on jobs, education, and 
community empowerment 
helped expand the move-
ment beyond marches and 
sit-ins into everyday life for 
millions of Americans.

But perhaps no chapter 
was more defining than his 
presidential campaigns. In 
1984 and 1988, Jackson 
became the first Black can-
didate to mount truly viable 
runs for the Democratic 
nomination. Though he did 
not win the White House, 
his campaigns galvanized 
Black political participa-
tion, reshaped delegate 
rules, and set the stage for 
future leaders — most no-
tably Barack Obama. Jack-
son’s rallying cry, “Keep 
hope alive,” became more 
than a slogan; it was a sum-
mons to a generation.

Jackson’s influence also 
extended worldwide. Known 
for his moral courage, he 
served as an international 
mediator, advocating for hu-
man rights in conflicts from 
the Middle East to Africa. 

His voice was moral, pro-
phetic, and unafraid — even 
when controversial.

In recent years, Jackson 
faced health challenges, in-
cluding neurological disor-
ders and debilitating condi-
tions that limited his public 
presence. Nonetheless, he 
remained a symbol of re-
solve, urging new genera-
tions to continue the work 
of justice.

World leaders, presidents, 
activists, and ordinary citi-
zens have paid tribute since 
his passing — acknowledg-
ing a life that expanded free-
dom, deepened democracy, 
and pushed America closer 
to its promises, even when 
those promises remained 
incomplete.

Rev. Jesse Jackson 
leaves a legacy not only of 
achievements but of unfin-
ished struggle — a reminder 
that the arc of justice bends 
only through our collective 
effort. In this Black History 
Month, his life calls us to 
keep hope alive — and to 
act.

Alabama Public Service 
Commission from an elect-
ed to an appointed body. 
Members say that the dis-
cussion lasted roughly 30 
minutes before turning to 
House leadership — specif-
ically, whether Rep. Scott 
Stadthagen, R-Hartselle, 
should remain as the ma-
jority leader while running 
for chairman of the Ala-
bama Republican Party.

During that exchange, 
Ledbetter made the remark 
now circulating publicly: “I 
could give a shit about the 
Republican Party.”

In a statement, Ledbet-
ter said his comments 
were made in the context of 
prioritizing House Repub-
licans’ reelection efforts 
and maintaining the GOP 
supermajority.

“When you’re speaker, 
House Republican elec-
tions come first,” Ledbetter 
said, adding that he fully 
supports the Republican 
Party.

Lawmakers who attended 
the meeting argue the line 
was stripped of context.

“The focus was on pro-
tecting House members,” 
one member said. “It wasn’t 
an attack on the party.”

Several members de-
scribed the leak as a viola-
tion of caucus confidential-
ity and said the recording 
has caused frustration and 
distrust.

“This isn’t a revolt 
against the speaker,” one 
lawmaker said. “It’s a lead-
ership debate — and some-
one tried to weaponize it.”
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The Briar Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America (CPCA), Huntsville, 
Alabama, submits this announcement. 
Due to the passing away of our beloved 
pastor, Rev. Dr. Theodis Acklin in August 
2025, we are prayerfully seeking a full-
time pastor, called by God, who will be 
the spiritual leader of the congregation.
 
PASTORAL JOB DESCRIPTION

Full-Time Pastor
Opening Date: February 1, 2026

Closing Date:   February 28, 2026
The qualified candidate is responsible to 
God, is dedicated with a shepherd’s heart, 
to lead and guide a loving and growing 
congregation; gifted and devoted to 
preaching and teaching the word of God 
to all age groups.

The desired candidate includes an 
individual who possesses a Pastoral 
Leadership Vision, equipping them to 
address the changes of today’s environ-
ment, providing leadership in all spiritual 
and administrative areas of the church, 
engaging in pastoral care for the congre-
gation through visitations, counseling, 
prayer, conducting weddings, funerals, 
and administering the ordinances and 
sacraments of the church.

The qualified candidate who fills this 
position should be sound in faith, exem-
plary in conduct, and competent to per-
form the duties of the ministry according 
to the Holy Bible and the requirements 
outlined in the CPCA Confession of Faith. 

Candidates must demonstrate a 
God-given vision, as evidenced by 
substantive ministerial experience. 
Salary is commensurate with 
experience and skills.

APPLICATION PROCESS: 
All interested and qualified 
candidates must submit an
 initial candidate package 
consisting of the following:

1.  A current resume 
2.  Copy of CPCA* Ministerial License 
and/or Ordination Certificate
3.  Summary of any biblical/theological 
studies, including copies of diplomas or
academic transcripts
4.  Three letters of reference from individ-
uals familiar with the candidate’s charac-
ter and suitability for pastoral ministry

*NOTE: Non-CPCA Candidates must 
be willing to meet the CPCA Licensing/
Ordination Certification and Credential-
ing requirements as defined in the CPCA 
Confession of Faith. Missing information 
may result in automatic disqualification. 

Final candidates will be notified and may 
be asked to provide additional information, 
such as video recordings of preaching and 
teaching, later in the selection process.  

All inquiries will be submitted by mail or 
email to the Pastoral Search Committee at:
Mail: Briar Fork Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America
Attn: Pastoral Search Committee
2105 Winchester Road, NE
Huntsville, AL 35811
 
CANDIDATE PACKAGES MUST 

BE RECEIVED NO LATER 
THAN FEBRUARY 28, 2026

*** Any candidate package received after the 
deadline date will not be considered ***

Thank you for your interest,
Briar Fork CPCA Pastoral 

Search Committee
*** NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE ***
The Briar Fork Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America is seeking a Full-Time 

Pastor. Application information and a full job 
description are listed on the church website: 

http://www.BriarForkCPCA.com

BRIAR FORKBRIAR FORK  
CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN AMERICA (CPCA)

2105 Winchester Road, NE | Huntsville, AL 35811
www.BriarForkCPCA.com

Email: BriarForkCPCA@gmail.com

PASTORAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

THE LATE PASTORTHE LATE PASTOR  
Rev. Dr. Theodis AcklinRev. Dr. Theodis Acklin

lions to lose their right 
to vote, disproportion-
ately impacting Blacks 
by erecting new barriers 
to ballots.  Fewer than 
half of Americans have a 
valid passport, according 
to the U.S. State Depart-
ment. Married women 
who changed their last 

names, seniors, rural 
voters, and low-income 
Americans would be es-
pecially impacted.

Proponents of the bill 
believe it is necessary to 
maintain voter integrity, 
while opponents say it 
dismantles civil rights. 
The Senate will now de-
cide if the hard-fought civ-
il right to vote will come 
with more conditions and 
permission. Which brings 
me back to my daughter 
and her autonomy, and 
how fleeting civil rights 
can be depending on who 
is in office.   

Raven Perry-Beach, Esq.
107 Jefferson St.
Suite 14
Huntsville, AL 35801
(256) 799-0292
* Licensed in Ala-

bama, Tennessee, Mas-
sachusetts, and DC     

NO CLIENT RELATIONSHIP: 
Communication with an attor-
ney does not by itself create 
an attorney-client relationship 
or constitute the provision or 
receipt of legal advice. Any 
communication from this office 
should be considered informa-
tional only, and should not be 
relied or acted upon until a for-
mal attorney-client relationship 
is established by written agree-
ment.
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