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CITY NEWSCITY NEWSInform,Inspire, & InvestCOMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF GREATER HUNTSVILLE RACIAL EQUITY FUND ANNUAL LUNCHEONCompiled by Speakin' Out News staff;  photo credits:  Shelly Williams, Speakin' Out News photographer

CITY NEWSCITY NEWS
CHILDREN READ SUCCEED: A CALL TO ACTION! STOP! READ!
Join the Movement to Close Achievement Gaps and Stop Summer Learning Loss.
PRESS RELEASE

Partner with Children Read Succeed - Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Free-dom Schools today! Engag-ing and rewarding for the whole entire family, it’s a truly fun & unique learn-ing experience…“there’s no school like FREEDOMSCHOOL.” Local schools, community, or faith-based organizations can expand their community outreach efforts by participating in a multicultural & inter-generational literacy-cen-tered enrichment program that’s backed by national 

(LEFT – RIGHT):  Community Foundation’s Board of Directors Chair Ray White, Huntsville Office Managing 

Member, Warren Averett; Melissa Thompson, CAP®, CEO/President, Brenda Martin, City of Huntsville repre-

sentative, and Community Foundation Board member, Chris Russell, Wealth Advisor, Linscomb & Williams.

(LEFT – RIGHT):  by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company and Alabama A&M University President Dr. Daniel K. Wims  (photo credit: AAMU)

(LEFT – RIGHT) Ann Kvach, Community Foundation Program Officer and Dianne Reynolds

research. Children Read Succeed (CRS), a local non-profit organization focused on youth devel-opment with the goal of ensuring that every child in our community, re-gardless of ethnicity, re-ligious beliefs, or socio-economic status, will be afforded the opportunity to experience a vibrant life of literacy in safe and engaging spaces, has joined the CDF Freedom Schools movement as an official Children’s De-fense Fund partner orga-

nization.
Parents, families, edu-cators, non-profits, or anyone who cares about our children’s future and understands the impor-tance of them being able to read on grade level by 3rd grade to avoid the risk of being held back will definitely want to join this movement. In partnership with com-munity-based organiza-tions, faith institutions, schools, colleges, univer-

STATE
White racial slurs not from Auburn Black Student Union GroupMe chat channel, university saysBy Howard Koplowitz
The GroupMe chat where more than 250 racial slurs for white people was shared and then leaked earlier this month was not the Auburn University Black Student Union channel or from any other “recognized Auburn Univer-sity organization,” the university said Monday.

The chat, which contained a Google document titled “Creaker Names” (creaker is slang for an old white per-son), was given by Auburn student Jaden Heard to 1819 News. Heard claimed a See  RACIAL SLURS, pg. 8
NATIONAL
Stomach bug outbreak: Norovirus cases up 30%, CDC warnsBy Spencer Kent | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
First it was COV-ID. Then RSV. Then the flu.
Well, respira-tory infections are out after they filled emergency rooms and doctor’s offices throughout the fall and winter. Now there’s a new out-break: norovirus, aka the dreaded stomach bug.

Cases of the virus are rising across the country, according to the Centers for Dis-ease Control and Prevention.This season, 225 outbreaks have been reported between Aug. 1 and Jan. 8 in 

A microscopic image of the norovirus, a very conta-gious virus that can cause diarrhea and vomiting.

See  STOMACH BUG, pg. 8

CITY NEWS
Drake State upgrading facilities to keep up with Huntsville’s growth, president says By Scott Turner
Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims doesn’twant her school to be “the last choice” for students seeking workforce training after graduating from high school.“Our high schools are very nice,” she said. “If you leave a very nice high school and do post-secondary training, the ex-pectation is that it is going to be at the next level. We have to get there. We have some work to do.”

See  DRAKE STATE , pg. 8

(ABOVE): Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims with a painting of the plans for reno-vation of the campus on Meridian Street. (Scott Turner/AL.com)

(HUNTSVILLE, AL) - - The Racial Equity Fund Annual Luncheon was held on Feb-ruary 9, 2023, at the Ernest Knight Center on the cam-pus of Alabama A&M Univer-sity, sponsored by Facebook (Meta).

The luncheon opened with a Welcome by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company in Huntsville. Afterward, Ala-bama A&M University Presi-dent Dr. Daniel K. Wims 

gave Greetings. Presenting Sponsor was Katie Comer, Facebook Community De-velopment Manager. Pastor David Lee, Madison Mis-sion Seventh-day Adventist Church, gave the Invocation, 

(LEFT – RIGHT) Beth Martin, Senior Vice President at Worthington Federal Bank and Katie Woods, Director of Communications

(LEFT – RIGHT) Jamal Ali, Marketing Director, Alabama A&M University and William D. Smothers, publisher, Speakin' Out News  (photo credit: AAMU)

See  FOUNDATION, pg. 8

See CHILDREN READ , pg. 8

OBITUARIES...PAGE 5ROYAL FUNERAL HOME Mrs. Lizzy Mae Clemons
Ms. Jewell Brooks 
Elder Thomas Marshall Kelly Reverend Mitchell Lee Reed Mr. Shontavis Nitwan Ayers Mr. Leonard “Pap” Jordan Mrs. Ernestine G. Townson

www.speakinoutweeklynews.net • Locally Owned Since 1980

Vol. 43, No. 13 • Date: February 8, 2023 - February 14, 2023 •  50¢ issue

CRIME & TRAGEDYMAN SAYS DAUGHTER, GRANDDAUGHTER NEARLY DIED WITH 2 OTHERS IN ALABAMA SHOOTING ALLEGEDLY OVER UTILITIESThe Falkville man charged with shooting three people last Sun-day, two of whom died, also shot at but missed...PG.2
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HEALTH
IVEY: NEW BIRMINGHAM CRISIS CENTER IS A ‘GAME CHANGER’ FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTHAs the state grapples with in-creasing mental health needs, a new facility moved Birming-ham one step closer......PG.9

BLACK HISTORY MONTH (BHM)12 BLACK HEALTH & WELLNESS PIONEERS
February is US Black History Month. It’s also a month to raise awareness of the ex-tremely inequitable treatment Black communities have faced in the US,.....PG.2 

ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITYAAMU GRAD’S VIRAL VIDEO WAS PREMIERED AT SUPER BOWL
TAbout five years ago, Ala-bama A&M University gradu-ate and filmmaker-photogra-pher Lance Piri captured the fiery motivational speech of YouTube sensation......PG.3

RELIGION
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY TO REDEEMING LOVE OUTREACH MINISTRIES PASTOR EMMA WHITE

The Redeeming Love Out-reach Ministries, Decatur Alabama Men of Vision, wished our beloved pastor, pastor Emma White ..PG.5
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In 2011, Southwest Alabama Medical Center in Thomasville closed its doors to patients. Since that year, a total of 13 rural hospitals have closed in Alabama sparking vocalized push by the Alabama HospitalAssociation to have state lawmakers find a way toexpand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.© Mike Kittrell/al.com/TNS

CITY NEWS

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITALHUNTSVILLE HOSPITALCEO SEES NEWCEO SEES NEWMEDICAID EXPANSIONMEDICAID EXPANSIONPUSH IN ALABAMAPUSH IN ALABAMABy Lee Roop

The leader of theHuntsville Hospitalsystem, northAlabama’s largesthealthcare provider,expects anotherattempt to expandMedicaid coverage inthe Legislature thisyear. And he has aquestion for businessleaders who oppose it.“When I talk tobusiness leadersthat are opposed toMedicaid expansion, Iask, ‘Why do you wantto pay for this insteadof letting the federalgovernment pay forit?’” Jeff Samz told theHuntsville-MadisonCounty ChamberThursday. “I think it’sa better way to do it.”Gov. Kay Iveyand conservativelawmakers disagree.

They are skepticalor openly opposeexpansion fearingfederal subsidies willfade away leavingstates on the hookfor the federal share.With expansion,Washington wouldpay 90 percent of thecost with the stateproviding 10 percent.Estimates say 340,000people in Alabamawould gain access toMedicaid if the stateaccepts the federalfunding to expand theprogram.
Samz said his12-facility hospitalsystem spendsbetween $112-$115million a year onuncompensated care.“That’s our cost ofproviding that care,”Samz said. “That’s not

the charge.”
There are two waysto pay for it, Samzsaid. One is a propertytax for the purposebut Samz said he’sglad Madison Countydoesn’t have one.“Most of you, you’repaying for it,” Samztold the businessaudience. “That’s theway that works. I haveto negotiate a higherrate with Blue Crossto make sure I cancover the $100 millionand still have enoughmargin for facilitiesand everything.

“This is howhospitals across thecountry do this,”Samz said. “It’s nota Huntsville Hospitalthing. The industry,

Members of Huntsville's business community meet Feb. 2, 2023 to hear updates the
state of healthcare in the metro region. Public health and hospital leaders talked about
challenges ahead for the growing area.

See COVID HELP, pg.7

COMMENTARYFEAR,
IGNORANCE CAN’T 
CANCEL
BLACK
HISTORY.
NEITHER CANHOOVER.Roy S. Johnson is a Pulitzer Prizefinalist for commentary and winner of the Edward R. Murrow prize for podcasts:“Unjustifiable”, co-hosted with John Archibald. 
This is an opinioncolumn.
One parent. One.One poor, misguidedparent.
One cowering parent.One superintendent.One.
One poor, misguidedsuperintendent.
One weak-kneedsuperintendent.

Together, they scuttledappearances by award-winning children’s bookauthor Derrick Barnes atthree elementary schoolsin Hoover, just a fewmiles south of downtownBirmingham. Scuttledthem because, well, wereally don’t know.
And yet we do.
Fear. Ignorance.
Barnes, who’s Black,was slated to get BlackHistory Month off to arousing, empowering start,reflecting messages thatanchor his work. Messagesof good. Messages ofconfidence. Messagesof hope. Messages he’sshared with children inschools, daycare centers,and churches for over adecade.

Yet not in Hoover.Not in Hoover becauseone parent—one—complained. Complainedabout his so-labeled“controversial ideas.”Ideas allegedly expressedin Barnes’ social mediaposts. Ideas neverarticulated in posts.One parent.
Parents’ complaints andconcerns should always berespected and addressed. Ifully made sure mine werewhen my children wereyoung. In an instancesuch as this—or anytimea parent doesn’t wanttheir child exposed to aguest speaker, to a lesson,to anything the schoolis offering to educateand elevate students,the parent typically hasthe option of holdingtheir child out while theothers took part in theexperience.

This parent hadthat option. Instead,Hoover City Schools

STATE HEALTH
Alabama hospitals say they face an ‘existentialcrisis’ after COVID, ask state for financial help

By Ramsey Archibald

The COVID-19 pandemicdealt a blow to Alabamahospitals in terms offinances, say healthcareofficials, who are nowpredicting nearly 15hospitals around the stateare in danger of closing.They are asking the statefor relief money to meetpayroll as the cost of laborhas jumped.
“The situation isdire. It’s immediate,”said Joseph Marchant,chairman of the AlabamaHospital Association

and CEO of Bibb MedicalCenter. “There’s animmediate need. We hope[the Legislature] considerssoon, the fragile state ofwhere we are.”
Alabama hospitalsearned billions of dollarsless in 2022 than theydid before the pandemicbegan, according to areport released Thursday,and half of the state’shospitals operated at aloss that year. That’s in

CITY NEWS
Construction beginning on $11 million DrakeState Advanced Manufacturing CenterBy Scott Turner

Construction isbeginning on DrakeState’s 50,000-square footAdvanced ManufacturingCenter on MeridianStreet.
The city of Huntsvilleissued two permitstotaling $11 million forthe work at 3421 MeridianSt. last week.

The work is among 13projects exceeding $1million in the Huntsvillearea in the past week,according to SouthernExposure Information.The new buildingwill support the

See BLACK HISTORY, pg.7

See HSV HOSPITAL, pg.7

Hoover City Schools Board ofEducation headquarters
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COMMENTARYREP. ANTHONY DANIELS:
YOU DESERVE MORE 
OF YOUR 
OVERTIME PAYBy Alabama State Rep. Anthony Daniels

aerospace and advancedmanufacturing industriesand will house the most in-demand training programsincluding engineeringdesign and mechatronics.“The need is so great,”said Alabama CommunityCollege System ChancellorJimmy Baker in a newsrelease by the school. “Wewant to show studentsthat there are a lot of waysto make a good livingthat will allow them to beoutstanding members, notonly in their families, butin their communities aswell.”

Artist rendering of Drake State Advanced Manufacturing Center.(Drake State Illustration)

Dr. Dee Fowler served asSuperintendent of MadisonCity Schools from 2007-2016.Dr. Dee Fowler became thesuperintendent of Hoover CitySchool in July of 2021.

Rep. Anthony Daniels representsDistrict 53 in Madison County in theAlabama House of Representatives.He is the minority leader in the House.
As we prepare for the2023 Alabama LegislativeSession, I and myDemocratic colleagueswill be presenting severalpro-growth economicbills designed to helphard-working Alabamiansprosper and keep moremoney in their pockets.Our comprehensiveeconomic plan includesending regressive taxes,ensuring that businesseshave the infrastructure andresources they need, andthat we create a workerand business-friendlyenvironment that willnurture entrepreneurshipand attract high payingjobs to Alabama.

The first bill in oureconomic plan is about you– you, the worker and you,the business owner.A commonmisconception about taxesis that overtime wages aretaxed at a higher rate thana worker’s regular hours.The truth is that both aretaxed at the same rate, butit definitely feels like muchmore when that percentageis taken from one and halftimes the normal rate ofpay.
Of course, right nowmany hard-working 

See REP. DANIELS, pg.7
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FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-866-816-3535

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call Now to Get the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV!  
844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call today schedule a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-877-568-4348

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop from home. Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free consultation: 1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 1-877-323-
5516  today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-871-6175

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to gutter cleaning for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. No more ladder accidents. Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE estimate. Financing available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 1-844-679-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not 

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from $29 month Free 2-minute Quote! We Compare all Insur-
ance providers offers for you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 1 833-399-6566

STOP OVERPAYING FOR AUTO INSURANCE! A recent survey says that most 
Americans are overpaying for their car insurance.  Let us show you how much you 
can save.  Call Now for a no-obligation quote:  1-877-551-4740.

SERVICES
SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reaching over 1 million readers each week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Network for just $210 per week! Make one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN newspaper) or call 1-800-264-7043 to find out how easy it 
is to advertise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 1-855-405-8901

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Our publishing staff will help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author submission kit!  Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 
1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE QUOTE from America's 
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving! Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 844-925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your home. Our trusted professionals dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to protect your family and your home's value! If you have water in 
your home that needs to be dried, Call 24/7:  1-877-727-2344 Have zip code of 
service location ready when you call!  

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE CHANGED!!! Make sure your plan will meets your 
needs in 2025.  Our licensed agents can review the changes, address your needs 
and make sure you aren't overpaying!  For a free quote, Call now! 1-877-730-0711     

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical training available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-855-405-
9791

AUTOMOTIVE SALES DIRECTORY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed bids from qualified bidders who have attended the mandatory pre-bid conference will be received by the Boys & Girls 
Club of North Alabama located at 2700 Fairbanks Street, Huntsville, Alabama 35816 until 2:00 PM CT on THURSDAY, MAY 
8, 2025 for:  

REROOFING AND REPAIRS FOR THE 
JAMES A. LANE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 

103 ABINGDON AVENUE NW 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

at such time and place, the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. No bids will be accepted after the time stated for 
receipt of bids. This requirement will not be waived. No Bid may be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time for receipt of 
Bids for a period of one hundred and twenty (120) days. 

This bid is a "sealed construction bid" and the bid contract will be awarded to the lowest "total cost" qualified bidder according 
to the City of Huntsville, Alabama guidelines as required by the HUD/Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program 
administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

This project is funded partially by federal funds provided by the City of Huntsville, Alabama from the HUD/Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

This project is subject to all applicable HUD rules and regulations including federal Davis-Bacon prevailing wages, BABA, and 
Section 3, and all applicable city ordinances. 

Women, minorities, veterans, small business owners, and Section 3 contractors are encouraged to participate and respond 
to this bid request. 

Requirements for Pre-Qualification: Only bidders who have attend the Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be allowed to 
bid this project. 

The Owner reserves the right to modify or abandon this pre-qualification process at any time prior to its completion should 
the interests of the Owner appear to be promoted thereby. 

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held at the project site for all pre-qualified General Contractors at 10:00 AM CDT 
on THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2025. Drawings and specifications will be available to be viewed online, at the office of the 
Architect, the office of the Boys and Girls of North Alabama Corporate Office, and ConstructConnect Plan Room. 

Bids must be submitted on Proposal Forms included in this project manual or copies thereof. Submit two (2) copies of the 
Bid on the Proposal Form provided, without changes, in a sealed envelope bearing the contractor's name, license number, 
and bid bond. A bid bond or cashier's check in the amount of 5% of bid must accompany any bid $25,000 or more. Bids 
submitted without the bid bond will not be considered. 

Bidders must be licensed in accordance with the Laws and Regulations of the State of Alabama, State Licensing Board for 
General Contractors, and the City of Huntsville, Alabama. Bidders must show evidence of State General Contractors License 
on the face of the bid envelope. All times indicated are local times. The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals and to waive technical errors if, in the Owner's judgment, the best interest of the Owner will thereby be promoted. 
The successful qualified bidder will provide a Performance Bond in the amount of 100% of the Contract Price and a Labor 
and Material Payment Bond of no less than 100% of the Contract Price, a Certificate of Insurance and proof of enrollment in 
the Federal E-Verify Program. 

Owner: Boys and Girls Club of North Alabama 
2700 Fairbanks Street 

Huntsville, Alabama 35816 
T: 256-534-6060 

Architect: Stephen Ward & Associates, Inc. 
128 Jetplex Circle 

Madison, Alabama 35758 
T: 205-802-6084 

Speakin' Out News: April 9, 16, 23, & 30 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the CIRCUIT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against  NICOLE WASHBURN 
Defendant(s) and in favor LUSK & LUSK, LLC Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of 
Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest bidder for cash at Madison 
County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square in the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama on the 12TH day of MAY, 2025, within   the legal hours of sale, at 12:00 
noon, whatever interest the above named defendants(s) may possess in and to the 
following described property to wit: 

LOT 24, BLOCK 2, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT OF GOURDNECK SUBDIVISION, 2ND 
ADDITION, PHASE 11 AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 11, ON PAGE 13, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 

APRIL 9th , 2025 
APRIL 16TH , 2025 
APRIL 23RD , 2025 

_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the CIRCUIT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against  TRISTYN E. ANDERSON 
Defendant(s) and in favor REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square in the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 12TH day of MAY, 2025, within   the legal 
hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named defendants(s) may 
possess in and to the following described property to wit: 

LOT 1, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OF PLAT OF TIMBER CREEK, PHASE THREE, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 34, PAGE 4, IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE 
OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 

APRIL 9TH , 2025 
APRIL 16TH , 2025 
APRIL 23RD , 2025 

_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Woody Anderson Ford 
256-539-9441 | WoodyAndersonFord.com
2500 Jordan Lane, Huntsville, AL 35816

Request for Public Works Bid 

The Birmingham Water Works Board will be accepting Public Works bids on the 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure Solution, Event Number 25-05-01, on Tuesday, June 
10, 2025, at 11:00 am. A Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 30, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. on the main campus on BWWB in its Training Room. This 
Invitation to Bid (ITB) is being issued pursuant to Ala. Code §39-1-1 et. seq. (1975) to 
establish a contract with a qualified firm or firms who will provide an Advanced 
Metering Infrastructure Solution to the Water Works Board of the City of Birmingham 
(hereinafter, “the BWW”) as further described in this ITB. The objective of this bid is to 
contract with bidder(s) for all necessary equipment, software, and services to implement 
and maintain the system, including water meters, an Advanced Metering Infrastructure 
(AMI) network and headend, installation services for equipment and meters, a Meter 
Data Management System (MDMS), and professional and integration services for these 
items. The Specifications and Conditions may be examined and obtained in the office of 
the Purchasing Manager, LyTonja Levert, at 3600 First Avenue North, Birmingham, AL 
35222, by email request to tonja.levert@bwwb.org or via our website www.bwwb.org. All 
bids must be submitted by deadline on Tuesday, June 10, 2025, by 11:00 a.m., in a 
sealed envelope directed to the attention of the Purchasing Manager, LyTonja Levert 
and marked in the lower left-hand corner of the envelope as follows: “Invitation to bid on 
Public works bid on the Advanced Metering Infrastructure Solution, Event Number 25-
05-01. Please put your GC License number in the right-hand corner of the envelope.

 Visit our website:  www.speakinoutweeklynews.net              		

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS  
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. TAPMB-TA21(934) AND TAPMB-TA21(935) 

MOBILE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE MOBILE COUNTY COMMISSION AT MOBILE GOVERNMENT PLAZA, EIGHTH FLOOR, 
SOUTH TOWER, MOBILE, ALABAMA, UNTIL 10:00 AM, MAY 7, 2025, AND AT THAT TIME PUBLICLY OPENED FOR 
CONSTRUCTING THE FOLLOWING: 

IMPROVEMENTS TO SELECTED CURB RAMPS THROUGHOUT MOBILE COUNTY’S URBAN AREA TO CONFORM TO ADA 
REQUIREMENTS 

THE BRACKET ESTIMATE ON THIS PROJECT IS FROM $700,000 TO $750,000 ON THE BASE BID. THIS BRACKET RANGE IS 
PROVIDED ONLY AS A GENERAL INDICATION OF A BROAD FINANCIAL SIZE CATEGORY FOR THE PROJECT. IT SHOULD NOT 
BE USED IN PREPARING A BID, NOR WILL IT HAVE ANY BEARING ON ANY DECISION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT. THE 
PRINCIPAL ITEMS OF WORK ARE APPROXIMATELY AS FOLLOWS: 

Curb Ramp   974 SY 
Concrete Sidewalk, 4” Thick   590 SY 
Concrete Curb, (Type Special) 1132 LF 
Traffic Control Markings, Class 2, Type A 3926 SF 
Combination Curb and Gutter, Type M-6 (Modified) 1032 LF 

THE PROJECT SHALL BE COMPLETED IN SIXTY-FIVE (65) WORKING DAYS. 

A CASHIER’S CHECK (DRAWN ON AN ALABAMA BANK) OR BID BOND FOR 5% OF THE AMOUNT BID (MAXIMUM OF 
$10,000.00) AND MADE PAYABLE TO MOBILE COUNTY, ALABAMA, MUST ACCOMPANY EACH BID AS EVIDENCE OF GOOD 
FAITH. IT IS NOT REQUIRED THAT A CONTRACTOR BE LICENSED IN ORDER TO SUBMIT A BID; HOWEVER, PRIOR TO AWARD 
OF A CONTRACT, PROPER PROOF OF ALL APPLICABLE LICENSURES MUST BE PROVIDED BY THE CONTRACTOR. PROOF 
OF INSURANCE COVERAGES OF THE TYPES AND AMOUNTS AS SET FORTH IN THE PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS WILL BE 
REQUIRED OF THE CONTRACTOR, AND ANY AND ALL SUBCONTRACTORS, PRIOR TO BEGINNING WORK. THE CONTRACTOR 
WILL BE REQUIRED TO PERFORM WORK AMOUNTING TO AT LEAST 30% OF THE TOTAL CONTRACT COST WITH HIS OWN 
ORGANIZATION. 

CONTRACTOR PREQUALIFICATION IS NOT REQUIRED TO BID ON THIS PROJECT. HOWEVER, THE AWARD OF THE 
CONTRACT WILL NOT BE MADE TO ANY BIDDER WHO, AT THE TIME OF THE AWARD, IS CONSIDERED BY THE ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ALDOT) TO BE DISQUALIFIED FROM BIDDING, NOR TO ANY BIDDER WHO IS AN 
AFFILIATE OF OR HAS A CORPORATE OFFICER, DIRECTOR, OR PRINCIPAL OWNER WHO IS A CORPORATE OFFICER, 
DIRECTOR, OR OWNER OF, ANOTHER PERSON WHO IS PRESENTLY DISQUALIFIED BY ALDOT. FURTHER DETAILS AND 
DEFINITIONS REGARDING THIS PROVISION ARE INCLUDED IN THE PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS. 

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION, BIDS MUST BE SUBMITTED ON COMPLETE ORIGINAL PROPOSALS MADE AVAILABLE 
BY THE OWNER. BID DOCUMENTS (INCLUDING PLANS AND PROPOSALS) ARE AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICE OF NEEL-
SCHAFFER, INC., 5 DAUPHIN STREET, SUITE 200, MOBILE, AL 36602, UPON PAYMENT OF A REFUNDABLE (IF PLANS ARE 
RETURNED IN REUSABLE CONDITION WITHIN 10 DAYS OF BID OPENING) DEPOSIT OF $50.00. CHECKS SHALL BE MADE 
PAYABLE TO NEEL-SCHAFFER, INC. BID DOCUMENTS WILL BE MAILED ONLY UPON RECEIPT OF DEPOSIT. NO BID 
DOCUMENTS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED LATER THAN 24 HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED OPENING OF BIDS. 

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD AT 10:30 AM, APRIL 30, 2025 AT THE MOBILE COUNTY ENGINEERING DPEARTMENT, 
MOBILE GOVERNMENT PLAZA, SIXTH FLOOR, SOUTH TOWER, MOBILE, ALABAMA. ALL PROPSECTIVE BIDDERS SHOULD 
HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT AT THE PRE-BID CONFERENCE. NO SPECIFICATIONS WILL BE ISSUED TO 
CONTRACTORS LATER THAN TWENTY-FOUR (24) HOURS BEFORE BID OPENING. 

THIS IS A FEDERALLY FUNDED PROJECT. THE PROPOSED WORK SHALL BE PERFORMED IN CONFORMITY WITH THE RULES 
AND REGULATIONS FOR CARRYING OUT THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ACT AND OTHER ACTS AMENDATORY, SUPPLEMENTARY, 
OR RELATIVE THERETO. THIS PROJECT IS SUBJECT TO THE CONTRACT WORK HOURS AND SAFETY STANDARDS ACT AND 
ITS IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS. MBE/DBE PARTICIPATION IS ENCOURAGED; HOWEVER, NO SPECIFIC MBE/DBE GOALS 
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR THIS PROJECT. 

MINIMUM WAGE RATES FOR THIS PROJECT HAVE BEEN PRE-DETERMINED BY THE SECRETARY OF LABOR AND ARE SET 
FORTH IN THE ADVERTISED SPECIFICATIONS. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964, 78 STAT. 252, 42 U.S.C. 2000D TO 2000D-4 AND TITLE 49, 
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, SUBTITLE A, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, PART 
21, NONDISCRIMINATION IN FEDERALLY-ASSISTED PROGRAMS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ISSUED 
PURSUANT TO SUCH ACT, ALL BIDDERS ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT IT WILL BE AFFIRMATIVELY ENSURED THAT IN ANY 
CONTRACT ENTERED INTO PURSUANT TO THIS ADVERTISEMENT, MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISES WILL BE AFFORDED 
FULL OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT BIDS IN RESPONSE TO THIS INVITATION AND WILL NOT BE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ON 
THE GROUNDS OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN IN CONSIDERATION FOR AN AWARD. 

THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS AND TO DISREGARD ANY MINOR IRREGULARITIES IS RESERVED BY THE OWNER. 

THIS PROJECT IS BEING BID EXCLUDING TAXES AND REQUIRES THE CONTRACTOR TO COMPLY WITH APPLICABLE 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 40-9-14.1, CODE OF ALABAMA, 1975, AS AMENDED; APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE ALABAMA 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE; AND APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS OF THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE (ADOR).  

Redstone Arsenal (RSA) has updated the Munitions Response Site Prioritization Protocol 
(MRSPP) at the following Military Munitions Response Program Sites:  

• MSFC-003-R-01; Inactive Old Bone Yard Disposal Site. The MRS consists of 
approximately 55.23-acres and is comprised of three Munitions Response Sites
(MRS): MRS-1, MRS-2, and MRS-3. 

• MSFC-035; Inactive Sump/Tiled Drain Field. The MRS is a 10-acre site located at the 
north end of the George C Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC) and north of Mariner 
Road and immediately south of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) boundary. 

• RSA-068-R-01; Inactive Chemical Disposal. The MRS is an approximately 12-acre
site centrally located in the southern portion of RSA. 

• RSA-072-R-01; Former Mortar Test Site. The MRS is a 117-Acre surface site located 
in the northwestern portion of RSA. The MRS was part of the former mortar-tube 
proofing range and contained all or part of three potential source areas. 

• RSA-110-R-01; Former Drum Storage/Construction Debris. The MRS is a 24-acre site 
located approximately 0.6 miles from the Tennessee River. 

• RSA-112; Suspected Former Demil/Disposal. The MRS is 91-acres located within the
southern part of groundwater site RSA-145, in the east-central portion of RSA, east 
of Patton Road and south of Martin Road. 

• RSA-113; Inactive Disposal Trenches/Burn Pits. The MRS consists of approximately 
12-acres located in the central-eastern portion of RSA, in the southern part of 
groundwater site RSA-145 

• RSA-114; Inactive Madkin Mountain Rock Quarry. The MRS occupies approximately 
7-acres and is primarily comprised of an abandoned limestone quarry.

• RSA-188; Northern Burial Area/Burning Ground #3. The MRS consists of 
approximately 6.6-acrea located in the north-central portion of ground water site
RSA-146. 

• RSA-221-R-01; Fuse [sic] Storage and Munitions Disposal Area. The MRS is located 
in the southeast part of Redstone Arsenal formerly known as Redstone Ordinance 
Plant that contains six buildings. 

• RSA-234; Waste Disposal Pit. The MRS occupies approximately 1-acre in the 
northeastern portion of RSA, just south of Kingfisher Road and northeast of existing
Building 3542. The site lies above the RSA-145 groundwater unit. 

• RSA-280-R-01; Skunk Hollow Small Arms Range. The MRS is a .84-acre site located 
in the northeast portion of RSA.

Redstone Arsenal (RSA) has updated the Munitions Response Site Prioritization Protocol
(MRSPP) at the following Military Munitions Response Program Sites: 

• MSFC-003-R-01; Inactive Old Bone Yard Disposal Site. The MRS consists of 
approximately 55.23-acres and is comprised of three Munitions Response Sites
(MRS): MRS-1, MRS-2, and MRS-3.

• MSFC-035; Inactive Sump/Tiled Drain Field. The MRS is a 10-acre site located at the 
north end of the George C Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC) and north of Mariner
Road and immediately south of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) boundary.

• RSA-068-R-01; Inactive Chemical Disposal. The MRS is an approximately 12-acre
site centrally located in the southern portion of RSA.

• RSA-072-R-01; Former Mortar Test Site. The MRS is a 117-Acre surface site located
in the northwestern portion of RSA. The MRS was part of the former mortar-tube
proofing range and contained all or part of three potential source areas.

• RSA-110-R-01; Former Drum Storage/Construction Debris. The MRS is a 24-acre site 
located approximately 0.6 miles from the Tennessee River.

• RSA-112; Suspected Former Demil/Disposal. The MRS is 91-acres located within the
southern part of groundwater site RSA-145, in the east-central portion of RSA, east
of Patton Road and south of Martin Road.

• RSA-113; Inactive Disposal Trenches/Burn Pits. The MRS consists of approximately
12-acres located in the central-eastern portion of RSA, in the southern part of 
groundwater site RSA-145

• RSA-114; Inactive Madkin Mountain Rock Quarry. The MRS occupies approximately
7-acres and is primarily comprised of an abandoned limestone quarry.

• RSA-188; Northern Burial Area/Burning Ground #3. The MRS consists of
approximately 6.6-acrea located in the north-central portion of ground water site
RSA-146.

• RSA-221-R-01; Fuse [sic] Storage and Munitions Disposal Area. The MRS is located
in the southeast part of Redstone Arsenal formerly known as Redstone Ordinance
Plant that contains six buildings.

• RSA-234; Waste Disposal Pit. The MRS occupies approximately 1-acre in the
northeastern portion of RSA, just south of Kingfisher Road and northeast of existing
Building 3542. The site lies above the RSA-145 groundwater unit. 

• RSA-280-R-01; Skunk Hollow Small Arms Range. The MRS is a .84-acre site located 
in the northeast portion of RSA. 

• RSA-313; Western Side of Former High Explosive Drop Area A. The MRS occupies 
approximately 96.44-acres and is located in the northwestern corner of RSA, 
bounded by Interstate 565 to the north and Zierdt Road to the West. 

The Department of Defense (DOD) has conducted live-fire training and testing of weapon 
systems at active and former military installations throughout the United States to ensure 
force readiness and to defend our nation. While the DOD has made great progress in 
addressing the potential hazards associated with former munitions-related activities, there 
remains work to be done. Through direction provided by Congress, the DOD has developed 
the MRSPP which assigns priorities to defense sites containing unexploded ordnance, 
discarded military munitions or munitions constituents. The Army and Redstone Arsenal 
are in the process of reevaluating and rescoring the above referenced Site by applying the 
MRSPP. The MRSPP evaluation criteria includes assessing types of munitions that may be 
potentially present, assessing land uses, determining ease of access to sites, and 
quantifying the number of people with access to sites. The MRSPP documents for the listed 
sites will be made available the following locations:  

• Huntsville/Madison County Public Library, Heritage Room, 915 Monroe Street,
Huntsville 

• Triana Public Library, 357 Record Street, Triana

For additional information or to send comments regarding the Munitions Response Site 
Prioritization Protocol (MRSPP), please contact:  

Ms. Amelia Hice, Public Affairs Specialist  
4488 Martian Road, 2nd Fl. Rm A-213  
Redstone Arsenal, Alabama 25898-5000  
Telephone: (256)-876-0807  
Email: amelia.r.hice.civ@army.mil  

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!
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