
for participants to engage 
in leadership development, 
networking, and real-world 
problem-solving, culminat-
ing in a week-long in-person 
conference in Philadel-
phia. A vital program com-
ponent is its partnership 
with NASA, which includes 
the Minority University 
Research and Education 
Project Innovation Tech 
Transfer Idea Competition. 
This initiative encourages 
HBCU Scholars to team up 
and develop ideas to com-
mercialize NASA technol-
ogy, aiming to improve their 
campuses and surrounding 
communities.

As part of the program, 
Dormus will travel to Phila-
delphia and Washington, 
D.C., where he will work 
closely with NASA, meet 
with senior White House 
and government officials, 
and advocate for key issues. 
He is also the creator and 
host of “Meet the Scholars,” 

a 15-episode video series. 
This series, a testament to 
his leadership and commu-
nication skills, spotlights 
his fellow HBCU Scholars.

Dormus’s accomplish-
ments extend beyond his 
selection as a White House 
Scholar. On campus, he 
co-anchors Oakwood’s 
morning student newscast, 
“Good Morning Oakwood,” 
and has been instrumental 
in addressing student men-
tal health needs. His latest 
project, “The Story Room,” 
is set to open on August 
18th. This dedicated space, 
a testament to his commit-
ment to student welfare, 
will provide students with 
access to mental health cli-
nicians and resources. Dor-
mus hopes to elevate the 
project further through the 
connections and opportu-
nities offered by the White 
House program.

Dormus’s selection as a 
White House HBCU Scholar 
is a testament to his hard 
work, leadership, and com-
mitment to positively im-
pacting his community. 

growth than in previous 
years. Yet many Americans 
are still struggling with food 
prices, which remain 21% 
above where they were three 
years ago, though average 
wages have also sharply in-
creased since then.

Gas prices were un-
changed from June to July 
and have actually fallen 
2.2% in the past year. Cloth-
ing prices also dropped last 
month; they’re nearly un-
changed from 12 months 
earlier. New and used car 
prices fell in July, too. Used 
car prices, which had sky-
rocketed during the pan-
demic, have tumbled nearly 
11% in the past year.

Some food prices, includ-
ing for meat, fish and eggs, 
are increasing faster than 
before the pandemic. Dairy 
and fruit and vegetable pric-
es, though, fell in July.

For nearly a year cool-
ing inflation has provided 
gradual relief to America’s 
consumers, who were stung 
by the price surges that 
erupted three years ago, 
particularly for food, gas, 
rent and other necessities. 
Inflation peaked two years 
ago at 9.1%, the highest 
level in four decades.

Excluding volatile food 
and energy costs, so-called 
core prices climbed a mild 
0.2% from June to July, 
after a 0.1% increase the 
previous month. And com-
pared with a year earlier, 
core inflation slowed from 
3.3% to 3.2% — the lowest 
level since April 2021. Core 
prices are closely watched 
by economists because 
they typically provide a bet-
ter read of where inflation is 
headed.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
has said he is seeking ad-
ditional evidence of slowing 
inflation before the Fed be-
gins cutting its key interest 
rate. Economists widely ex-
pect the Fed’s first rate cut 

to occur in mid-September.
When the central bank 

lowers its benchmark rate, 
over time it tends to reduce 
the cost of borrowing for 
consumers and businesses. 
Mortgage rates have already 
declined in anticipation of 
the Fed’s first rate reduc-
tion.

At a news conference last 
month, Powell said that 
cooler inflation data this 
spring had strengthened 
the Fed’s confidence that 
price increases are falling 
back to a 2% annual pace. 
Another inflation report 
will be issued next month 
before the Fed’s Sept. 17-18 
meeting, with economists 
expecting that report to also 
show that price increases 
remained mostly tame.

Inflation has eased sub-
stantially in the past two 
years as global supply 
chains have been repaired, 
a spate of apartment con-
struction in many large cit-
ies has cooled rental costs 
and higher interest rates 
have slowed auto sales, 
forcing dealers to offer bet-
ter deals to potential car 
buyers.

Consumers, particularly 
lower-income ones, are also 
becoming more price-sen-
sitive, forgoing high-priced 
items or shifting to cheap-
er alternatives. This has 
forced many companies to 
rein in price hikes or even 
offer lower prices.

Prices are still rising 
sharply for some services, 
including auto insurance 
and health care. Auto insur-
ance costs have shot up as 
the value of new and used 
vehicles has soared com-
pared with three years ago. 
Economists, though, expect 
those costs to eventually 
grow more slowly.

As inflation continues to 
decline, the Fed is paying 
increasingly close attention 
to the job market. The cen-
tral bank’s goals, as defined 
by Congress, are to keep 
prices stable and support 
maximum employment.
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CITY NEWSCITY NEWS
CHILDREN READ SUCCEED: A CALL TO ACTION! STOP! READ!
Join the Movement to Close Achievement Gaps and Stop Summer Learning Loss.
PRESS RELEASE

Partner with Children Read Succeed - Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Free-dom Schools today! Engag-ing and rewarding for the whole entire family, it’s a truly fun & unique learn-ing experience…“there’s no school like FREEDOMSCHOOL.” Local schools, community, or faith-based organizations can expand their community outreach efforts by participating in a multicultural & inter-generational literacy-cen-tered enrichment program that’s backed by national 

(LEFT – RIGHT):  Community Foundation’s Board of Directors Chair Ray White, Huntsville Office Managing 

Member, Warren Averett; Melissa Thompson, CAP®, CEO/President, Brenda Martin, City of Huntsville repre-

sentative, and Community Foundation Board member, Chris Russell, Wealth Advisor, Linscomb & Williams.

(LEFT – RIGHT):  by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company and Alabama A&M University President Dr. Daniel K. Wims  (photo credit: AAMU)

(LEFT – RIGHT) Ann Kvach, Community Foundation Program Officer and Dianne Reynolds

research. Children Read Succeed (CRS), a local non-profit organization focused on youth devel-opment with the goal of ensuring that every child in our community, re-gardless of ethnicity, re-ligious beliefs, or socio-economic status, will be afforded the opportunity to experience a vibrant life of literacy in safe and engaging spaces, has joined the CDF Freedom Schools movement as an official Children’s De-fense Fund partner orga-

nization.
Parents, families, edu-cators, non-profits, or anyone who cares about our children’s future and understands the impor-tance of them being able to read on grade level by 3rd grade to avoid the risk of being held back will definitely want to join this movement. In partnership with com-munity-based organiza-tions, faith institutions, schools, colleges, univer-

STATE
White racial slurs not from Auburn Black Student Union GroupMe chat channel, university saysBy Howard Koplowitz
The GroupMe chat where more than 250 racial slurs for white people was shared and then leaked earlier this month was not the Auburn University Black Student Union channel or from any other “recognized Auburn Univer-sity organization,” the university said Monday.

The chat, which contained a Google document titled “Creaker Names” (creaker is slang for an old white per-son), was given by Auburn student Jaden Heard to 1819 News. Heard claimed a See  RACIAL SLURS, pg. 8
NATIONAL
Stomach bug outbreak: Norovirus cases up 30%, CDC warnsBy Spencer Kent | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
First it was COV-ID. Then RSV. Then the flu.
Well, respira-tory infections are out after they filled emergency rooms and doctor’s offices throughout the fall and winter. Now there’s a new out-break: norovirus, aka the dreaded stomach bug.

Cases of the virus are rising across the country, according to the Centers for Dis-ease Control and Prevention.This season, 225 outbreaks have been reported between Aug. 1 and Jan. 8 in 

A microscopic image of the norovirus, a very conta-gious virus that can cause diarrhea and vomiting.

See  STOMACH BUG, pg. 8

CITY NEWS
Drake State upgrading facilities to keep up with Huntsville’s growth, president says By Scott Turner
Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims doesn’twant her school to be “the last choice” for students seeking workforce training after graduating from high school.“Our high schools are very nice,” she said. “If you leave a very nice high school and do post-secondary training, the ex-pectation is that it is going to be at the next level. We have to get there. We have some work to do.”

See  DRAKE STATE , pg. 8

(ABOVE): Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims with a painting of the plans for reno-vation of the campus on Meridian Street. (Scott Turner/AL.com)

(HUNTSVILLE, AL) - - The Racial Equity Fund Annual Luncheon was held on Feb-ruary 9, 2023, at the Ernest Knight Center on the cam-pus of Alabama A&M Univer-sity, sponsored by Facebook (Meta).

The luncheon opened with a Welcome by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company in Huntsville. Afterward, Ala-bama A&M University Presi-dent Dr. Daniel K. Wims 

gave Greetings. Presenting Sponsor was Katie Comer, Facebook Community De-velopment Manager. Pastor David Lee, Madison Mis-sion Seventh-day Adventist Church, gave the Invocation, 

(LEFT – RIGHT) Beth Martin, Senior Vice President at Worthington Federal Bank and Katie Woods, Director of Communications

(LEFT – RIGHT) Jamal Ali, Marketing Director, Alabama A&M University and William D. Smothers, publisher, Speakin' Out News  (photo credit: AAMU)

See  FOUNDATION, pg. 8

See CHILDREN READ , pg. 8
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IVEY: NEW BIRMINGHAM CRISIS CENTER IS A ‘GAME CHANGER’ FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTHAs the state grapples with in-creasing mental health needs, a new facility moved Birming-ham one step closer......PG.9

BLACK HISTORY MONTH (BHM)12 BLACK HEALTH & WELLNESS PIONEERS
February is US Black History Month. It’s also a month to raise awareness of the ex-tremely inequitable treatment Black communities have faced in the US,.....PG.2 

ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITYAAMU GRAD’S VIRAL VIDEO WAS PREMIERED AT SUPER BOWL
TAbout five years ago, Ala-bama A&M University gradu-ate and filmmaker-photogra-pher Lance Piri captured the fiery motivational speech of YouTube sensation......PG.3
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HAPPY VALENTINES DAY TO REDEEMING LOVE OUTREACH MINISTRIES PASTOR EMMA WHITE

The Redeeming Love Out-reach Ministries, Decatur Alabama Men of Vision, wished our beloved pastor, pastor Emma White ..PG.5
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In 2011, Southwest Alabama Medical Center in Thomasville closed its doors to patients. Since that year, a total of 13 rural hospitals have closed in Alabama sparking vocalized push by the Alabama Hospital Association to have state lawmakers find a way to expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.© Mike Kittrell/al.com/TNS

CITY NEWS

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITALHUNTSVILLE HOSPITALCEO SEES NEWCEO SEES NEWMEDICAID EXPANSIONMEDICAID EXPANSIONPUSH IN ALABAMAPUSH IN ALABAMABy Lee Roop

The leader of theHuntsville Hospitalsystem, northAlabama’s largesthealthcare provider,expects anotherattempt to expandMedicaid coverage inthe Legislature thisyear. And he has aquestion for businessleaders who oppose it.“When I talk tobusiness leadersthat are opposed toMedicaid expansion, Iask, ‘Why do you wantto pay for this insteadof letting the federalgovernment pay forit?’” Jeff Samz told theHuntsville-MadisonCounty ChamberThursday. “I think it’sa better way to do it.”Gov. Kay Iveyand conservativelawmakers disagree.

They are skepticalor openly opposeexpansion fearingfederal subsidies willfade away leavingstates on the hookfor the federal share.With expansion,Washington wouldpay 90 percent of thecost with the stateproviding 10 percent.Estimates say 340,000people in Alabamawould gain access toMedicaid if the stateaccepts the federalfunding to expand theprogram.
Samz said his12-facility hospitalsystem spendsbetween $112-$115million a year onuncompensated care.“That’s our cost ofproviding that care,”Samz said. “That’s not

the charge.”
There are two waysto pay for it, Samzsaid. One is a propertytax for the purposebut Samz said he’sglad Madison Countydoesn’t have one.“Most of you, you’repaying for it,” Samztold the businessaudience. “That’s theway that works. I haveto negotiate a higherrate with Blue Crossto make sure I cancover the $100 millionand still have enoughmargin for facilitiesand everything.

“This is howhospitals across thecountry do this,”Samz said. “It’s nota Huntsville Hospitalthing. The industry,

Members of Huntsville's business community meet Feb. 2, 2023 to hear updates the 
state of healthcare in the metro region. Public health and hospital leaders talked about 
challenges ahead for the growing area.

See COVID HELP, pg.7

COMMENTARYFEAR,
IGNORANCE CAN’T 
CANCEL 
BLACK 
HISTORY.
NEITHER CAN HOOVER.Roy S. Johnson is a Pulitzer Prize finalist for commentary and winner of the Edward R. Murrow prize for podcasts: “Unjustifiable”, co-hosted with John Archibald. 
This is an opinioncolumn.
One parent. One.One poor, misguidedparent.
One cowering parent.One superintendent.One.
One poor, misguidedsuperintendent.
One weak-kneedsuperintendent.

Together, they scuttledappearances by award-winning children’s bookauthor Derrick Barnes atthree elementary schoolsin Hoover, just a fewmiles south of downtownBirmingham. Scuttledthem because, well, wereally don’t know.
And yet we do.
Fear. Ignorance.
Barnes, who’s Black,was slated to get BlackHistory Month off to arousing, empowering start,reflecting messages thatanchor his work. Messagesof good. Messages ofconfidence. Messagesof hope. Messages he’sshared with children inschools, daycare centers,and churches for over adecade.

Yet not in Hoover.Not in Hoover becauseone parent—one—complained. Complainedabout his so-labeled“controversial ideas.”Ideas allegedly expressedin Barnes’ social mediaposts. Ideas neverarticulated in posts.One parent.
Parents’ complaints andconcerns should always berespected and addressed. Ifully made sure mine werewhen my children wereyoung. In an instancesuch as this—or anytimea parent doesn’t wanttheir child exposed to aguest speaker, to a lesson,to anything the schoolis offering to educateand elevate students,the parent typically hasthe option of holdingtheir child out while theothers took part in theexperience.

This parent hadthat option. Instead,Hoover City Schools

STATE HEALTH
Alabama hospitals say they face an ‘existentialcrisis’ after COVID, ask state for financial help

By Ramsey Archibald

The COVID-19 pandemicdealt a blow to Alabamahospitals in terms offinances, say healthcareofficials, who are nowpredicting nearly 15hospitals around the stateare in danger of closing.They are asking the statefor relief money to meetpayroll as the cost of laborhas jumped.
“The situation isdire. It’s immediate,”said Joseph Marchant,chairman of the AlabamaHospital Association

and CEO of Bibb MedicalCenter. “There’s animmediate need. We hope[the Legislature] considerssoon, the fragile state ofwhere we are.”
Alabama hospitalsearned billions of dollarsless in 2022 than theydid before the pandemicbegan, according to areport released Thursday,and half of the state’shospitals operated at aloss that year. That’s in

CITY NEWS
Construction beginning on $11 million DrakeState Advanced Manufacturing CenterBy Scott Turner

Construction isbeginning on DrakeState’s 50,000-square footAdvanced ManufacturingCenter on MeridianStreet.
The city of Huntsvilleissued two permitstotaling $11 million forthe work at 3421 MeridianSt. last week.

The work is among 13projects exceeding $1million in the Huntsvillearea in the past week,according to SouthernExposure Information.The new buildingwill support the

See BLACK HISTORY, pg.7

See HSV HOSPITAL, pg.7

Hoover City Schools Board ofEducation headquarters

BLACKBLACK
HISTORYHISTORY MONTHMONTH

COMMENTARYREP. ANTHONY DANIELS:
YOU DESERVE MORE 
OF YOUR 
OVERTIME PAYBy Alabama State Rep. Anthony Daniels

aerospace and advancedmanufacturing industriesand will house the most in-demand training programsincluding engineeringdesign and mechatronics.“The need is so great,”said Alabama CommunityCollege System ChancellorJimmy Baker in a newsrelease by the school. “Wewant to show studentsthat there are a lot of waysto make a good livingthat will allow them to beoutstanding members, notonly in their families, butin their communities aswell.”

Artist rendering of Drake State Advanced Manufacturing Center.(Drake State Illustration)

Dr. Dee Fowler served asSuperintendent of MadisonCity Schools from 2007-2016.Dr. Dee Fowler became thesuperintendent of Hoover CitySchool in July of 2021.

Rep. Anthony Daniels representsDistrict 53 in Madison County in theAlabama House of Representatives.He is the minority leader in the House.
As we prepare for the2023 Alabama LegislativeSession, I and myDemocratic colleagueswill be presenting severalpro-growth economicbills designed to helphard-working Alabamiansprosper and keep moremoney in their pockets.Our comprehensiveeconomic plan includesending regressive taxes,ensuring that businesseshave the infrastructure andresources they need, andthat we create a workerand business-friendlyenvironment that willnurture entrepreneurshipand attract high payingjobs to Alabama.

The first bill in oureconomic plan is about you– you, the worker and you,the business owner.A commonmisconception about taxesis that overtime wages aretaxed at a higher rate thana worker’s regular hours.The truth is that both aretaxed at the same rate, butit definitely feels like muchmore when that percentageis taken from one and halftimes the normal rate ofpay.
Of course, right nowmany hard-working 

See REP. DANIELS, pg.7

SECOND CLASS SECOND CLASS 
PERIODICAL, PERIODICAL, 

USPS 023-484USPS 023-484

COMPLETION OF WORK
LEGAL NOTICE 

 

Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc. hereby gives Legal Notice of Completion 
of the Contract with The Huntsville-Madison County Airport Authority for the 
project known as Air Cargo South Access Road Extension Road Project.  This 
notice will appear for four consecutive weeks, beginning on August 7, 2024, and 
ending on August 28, 2024.  All claims should be filed at 6200 Stringfield Road, 
N.W., Huntsville, Alabama 35806, during this period.                       
 
 

  Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc. 
       
 

LEGAL NOTICE  

  

Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc. hereby gives Legal Notice of Completion of 
the Contract with The Huntsville-Madison County Airport Authority for the project 
known as Employee Parking and Cell Phone Waiting Parking Lot Project.  This 
notice will appear for four consecutive weeks, beginning on July 19, 2024, and 
ending on August 9, 2024.  All claims should be filed at 6200 Stringfield Road, 
N.W., Huntsville, Alabama  35806, during this period.                        

 
  

     Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc.  
              
  PUBLIC NOTICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 
HOWARD ROSS,     | 
  Plaintiff    | 
       | 
v.       |  CV 2024-97 
       | 
RADIAH M. FLETCHER,    | 
  Defendant.   | 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
 

TO: RADIAH M. FLETCHER 
You are hereby notified that on the 1st day of July, 

2024, Complaint CV 2024-97 for ejectment was filed in the 
Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama, and the following 
is the name of the party to the action : Radiah M. 
Fletcher, whose whereabouts are unknown and which cannot be 
ascertained after the exercise of due diligence. Said 
Radiah M. Fletcher is hereby directed to plead, answer, 
demur, or otherwise respond to the Complaint on or before 
the 28th day of August, 2024 else at the expiration thirty 
(30) days thereafter suffer judgment by default to be 
rendered against her, it being intended that this notice 
shall be used to perfect service against said party who 
cannot be personally served with a copy of the Complaint. 
       

 _s/Debra Kizer   mm_______   
       Debra Kizer 
       Circuit Court Clerk of  

Madison County, Alabama 
 

Publish in the Speaking Out News: August 7, August 14, 
August 21, August 28, 2024 
 
HOWARD ROSS    
PLAINTIFF 
P.O. BOX 1252     
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35807   
 

 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

CITY OF HUNTSVILLE  
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL  

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING FIRM:   
2025-2029 CONSOLIDATED PLAN,  

ANALYSIS OF IMPEDIMENTS, AND  
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 

 
The City of Huntsville, Alabama is informing the public that Neighborhood Planning 
Firms may submit proposals for consultation and development of the 2025-2029 
Consolidated Plan, Analysis of Impediments, and Citizen Participation Plan from 
Wednesday, August 21, 2024, to Tuesday, September 10, 2024, by 2:00pm. 

 
Responses to this Request for Proposal (RFP) must be submitted online through the 
following link: https://www.bidnetdirect.com/.  Access will be available beginning on 
Wednesday, August 21, 2024. 

 
The products, reports and plans to be delivered to the City of Huntsville include: 
 
- Part A:  2025-2029 Consolidated Plan for submittal to HUD 
- Part B:  2025 Annual Action Plan for submittal to HUD 
- Part C:  Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice for submittal to HUD 
- Part D:  2025-2029 Citizen Participation Plan for submittal to HUD 

 
Deadline for questions must be submitted by September 3, 2024, by 2:00pm.  Please 
refer all questions to: 
 

City of Huntsville 
Community Development Department 

305 Fountain Circle 
Huntsville, AL  35801 

 or email at: comdev@huntsvilleal.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AVISO AL PÚBLICO 
CIUDAD DE HUNTSVILLE  

SOLICITUD DE PROPUESTA  
EMPRESA DE PLANIFICACIÓN DE BARRIOS:   

PLAN CONSOLIDADO 2025-2029,  
ANÁLISIS DE IMPEDIMENTOS, Y  

PLAN DE PARTICIPACIÓN CIUDADANA 
 

La Ciudad de Huntsville, Alabama informa al público que las Empresas de Planificación 
de Vecindarios pueden presentar propuestas para consulta y desarrollo del Plan 
Consolidado 2025-2029, Análisis de Impedimentos y Plan de Participación Ciudadana 
desde el miércoles 21 de agosto de 2024 hasta el martes 10 de septiembre de 2024, a las 
2:00 p.m. 

 
Las respuestas a esta Solicitud de Propuesta (RFP) deben enviarse en línea a través del 
siguiente enlace: https://www.bidnetdirect.com/.  El acceso estará disponible a partir del 
miércoles 21 de agosto de 2024. 

 
Los productos, informes y planes que se entregarán a la ciudad de Huntsville incluyen: 
 
- Parte A: Plan Consolidado 2025-2029 para presentación a HUD 
- Parte B: Plan de Acción Anual 2025 para presentación a HUD 
- Parte C: Análisis de los Impedimentos para la Elección de Vivienda Justa para su 

presentación a HUD 
- Parte D: Plan de Participación Ciudadana 2025-2029 para presentar a HUD 

 
La fecha límite para las preguntas debe enviarse antes del 3 de septiembre de 2024 a 
las 2:00 p.m.  Por favor, refiera todas las preguntas a: 
 

Ciudad de Huntsville 
Departamento de Desarrollo 

Comunitario 
305 Círculo de la Fuente 

Huntsville, AL 35801 
 o envíe un correo electrónico a: 

comdev@huntsvilleal.gov 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 
August 27, 2024 

    NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet on Tuesday, August 27, 2024, 
at 5 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City Administration Building located at 305 Fountain Circle for 
the purpose of holding a public hearing. At this time, all persons who desire shall have an opportunity of 
being heard in opposition to or in favor of the following: 
 
ZONING 
1. BRIAR FORK ZONING (2412) 
Located: On the north of Winchester Road and east of Bradford Lane  
Proposed Zoning: Residence 2 and Highway Business C-4 Districts (3.40 acres) 
2. PLUMMER RD REZONING (2413) 
Located: On the south of Plummer Road and east side of Research Park Blvd.  
Requested Zoning: from Residence 2-B and Neighborhood Business C-1 Districts to Highway Business 
C-4 District (5.62 acres) 
3. ROUTT RD REZONING (2414) 
Located: On the east of Pulaski Pike and north of Routt Road 
Requested Zoning: From Residence 1 District to Planned Industrial District (41.68 acres) 
 
LOCATION, CHARACTER, AND EXTENT  
 
1. AIRPORT GOLF COURSE PARKING LOT (#979) 
 Located: Southwest city, south of I-565 and west of Glen Hearn Blvd.  
2. HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL FRONT LAWN SCULPTURE (#980)  
Located: Southwest city, north of Governors Drive and east of Whitesburg Dr.  
3. HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL GOVERNORS AND WHITESBURG PARKING LOT (#981) 
 Located: Southwest city, south of Governors Drive and west of Whitesburg Drive 

1A.SAMP_PWN 1 

IFB 24-064  
Notice to Contractors 

Huntsville Utilities Advertisement for Bid 
Huntsville Utilities in Huntsville, Alabama is seeking bids for the below-mentioned project located in Huntsville, 

Alabama.  Sealed bids will be received by the City of Huntsville, a municipal corporation within the State of Alabama, 
d/b/a/ Huntsville Utilities, by mail, at P.O. Box 2048, Huntsville, AL, 35804, or personal delivery, at the bid opening 
location listed below.  IFB Number, Project Name, Contractor’s name, and Alabama Contractor’s License number 
must be printed on the outside of each sealed bid.  Bidder instructions, including pre-bid meeting and contractor 
questionnaire details, are provided in the bid documents. Before the bid documents can be sent to a prospective 

bidder, it is required that you sign a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA).  The NDA is necessary to ensure the 
confidentiality of the project details and our business interests. To obtain the bid packet e-mail Matthew Sterchak
(msterchak@relamb.com) and Miranda Duke (miranda.duke@hsvutil.org), respectively, requesting the NDA and to 

register. Upon completion, bid packets will be sent to the registered bidders. All questions for this bid packet/project 
should be emailed to Miranda Duke. Huntsville Utilities and Robert E. Lamb, Inc. will conduct a pre-bid meeting, as 

part of the bidding process, attendance at this meeting is considered mandatory. The contractor shall furnish all 
supervision, labor, materials, supplies, tools, equipment, and transportation necessary to perform the construction 

called for under this contract in a timely, safe, and professional manner. 

Bids will be accepted only from qualified General Contractors licensed prior to the bid opening by the State of 
Alabama.  A cashier's check or a bid bond payable to the City of Huntsville, Alabama, d/b/a/ Huntsville Utilities for an 

amount not less than 5% of the contractor's bid, but in no event more than $10,000.00, will be required to 
accompany each bid.  A performance bond, a payment bond, a maintenance bond, and   insurance will be required 

prior to execution of the contract. No bid may be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time for the receipt of bids 
for a period of ninety (90) days. 

Bid No.: IFB 24-064 Rubber Goods Buildout  
Project Title: Construction of Rubber Goods Test Lab 

Prebid Meeting Location: 1145 Jordan Rd. Huntsville, Alabama 35811 
Pre-bid meeting/site visit: 9:00 a.m. CST on September 5, 2024 

Bid Opening Location: 1145 Jordan Rd. Huntsville, Alabama 35811 
Bid opening meeting: 9:00 a.m. CST on September 27, 2024 

Project Funded by: Huntsville Utilities 
Project Duration: Estimated 22 weeks (or sooner)

Scope of Work: Build out of upstairs rubber goods testing lab. 
_______________________________________ 
The right to reject any and all bids is reserved. 

Contract Administrator: 
Miranda Duke 

Miranda.duke@hsvutil.org 

The Decatur Housing Authority (DHA)
will be accepting new applications 

for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher
Program 

Monday, August 26, 2024, beginning 
at 12 a.m. and will close on August 28, 2024 at

11:59 p.m.
This Program provides rental assistance to

eligible low-income families.

Apply for our
Housing Choice Voucher 

Program Waiting list (Section 8)

Section 8
 WAITING

LIST 
NOW OPEN

HOW TO APPLY SCAN TO APPLY

Online at
decatur-housing.org

Please contact DHA with any questions, concerns or if
you need a reasonable accommodation to apply.

256-353-2191
907 10th AVE NE

Decatur, AL 

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE OF BIANCA RAYSHUN CHAMBLISS 

CASE NO. 77585 

NOTICE OF NAME CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that an order has been entered in the Probate Court of Madison County, 
Alabama, in Case No. 77585, on the 18th day of April 2023, changing the name of Bianca 
Rayshun Chambliss to Bianca Rayshun Chambliss Bey.

Dated this 10th day of July 2024

Bianca Rayshun Chambliss Bey 
121 Brownsboro Rd, PO Box 214 
Brownsboro, AL 35741 

“I think I understand the 
real root of this, and maybe 
you guys need to do some 
soul searching,” Seibert 
said, according to The Deca-
tur Daily.

Here is a look at some of 
those claims and the facts 
behind them:

Are these undocumented 
workers coming to Ala-
bama?

Poultry processor Pil-
grim’s Pride, the employer 
which originally chartered 
the buses that began the 
controversy, said the work-
ers in question are eligible 
to work under U.S. law.

Can immigrants vote?
At Tuesday’s commu-

nity meeting in Albertville, 
speaker Jay Palmer said 
one driving force behind im-
migration is “the left, which 
wants a new voting popula-
tion.” There was no mention 
of a bipartisan immigration 
reform bill that died after op-
position from former Trump.

“The current (Biden) ad-
ministration is looking for 
mass amnesty,” Palmer said. 
“The reason they’re doing 
these things is for votes.”

Only U.S. citizens can 
vote.

To register in the state of 
Alabama, someone must be 
a citizen, reside in Alabama 
and be at least 18 years old. 
They cannot have been con-
victed of a disqualifying felo-
ny, or have had their voting 
rights restored. They also 
cannot have been legally de-
clared “mentally incompe-
tent” by a court.

The deadline to register 
expires 14 days prior to an 
election.

Are there sanctuary cit-
ies in north Alabama?

Both Athens and Albert-
ville city governments have 
released statements in re-
cent days regarding several 
questions about immigrants. 
Neither Albertville nor Ath-
ens is a “sanctuary city”

“Neither the City of Ath-
ens, nor any of its city of-
ficials, receive any federal 
funding or private funding 
relating to housing for mi-
grants with work permits, 
nor does the city participate 
in any federal program or pri-
vate program that provides 
aid or housing to such work-
ers. The City does not have 
any plans to do any of that,” 
the city’s statement reads.

Is the presence of the 
Haitian workers increasing 
crime?

Athens Police Chief An-
thony Pressnell confirmed 
during their city council 
meeting that there has been 
no rise in crime since the ar-
rival of more Haitians, The 
Decatur Daily reported.

“There has not been a no-
ticeable increase in the mu-
nicipal court docket,” the 
Athens city statement read.

“The City -- and state and 
federal law -- condemn any 
narrative that seeks to dis-
criminate against people 
based on their race or na-
tionality.”

How is Haitian immigra-
tion impacting schools?

According to the city of 

Athens, “the number of new 
enrollments in the school 
system is minimal, and 
there has not been a notice-
able increase in the munici-
pal court docket. According 
to state education figures, 
Athens City Schools had no 
migrant students in 2022-
23, the last year for which 
records are available, and 
513 students with a limited 
English proficiency.”

The Decatur Daily report-
ed that at Monday’s meeting, 
Athens resident Amanda 
Schulte said she feared un-
vaccinated Haitian children 
were attending school with 
her children “which creates 
a danger to the large number 
of unvaccinated children in 
our public school system.”

A statement from Athens 
City Schools Superintendent 
Beth Patton said, “Haitian 
students are coming with 
immunizations.”

Albertville City Schools 
in 2022-23, the last year for 
which state records were 
available, had 311 recorded 
migrant students, and 1,574 
students with limited Eng-
lish proficiency, which could 
be any language. The sys-
tem has a total enrollment 
of 5,750 students. Marshall 
County had 177 migrant 
students in a population of 
5,649. Of those, 724 has lim-
ited English proficiency.

What is the Haitian pop-
ulation of Alabama?

Currently, Alabama has 
2,569 Haitian residents, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. That makes up .05% 
of the state population. Ac-
cording to the Center for 
Immigration Studies, two of 
the top five states for Hai-
tian immigration settlement 
in 2022 were neighboring 
states Florida, with 51%, and 
Georgia, with 4%.

Why are Haitians coming 
to the U.S.?

Haiti has seen political un-
rest for years, as the country 
has not held elections since 
2016. In March, criminal 
organizations on the Carib-
bean island organized a jail-
break of more than 4,000 
inmates. More than 2,500 
people died there from Janu-
ary thru March. The unrest 
kept the country’s prime 
minister from returning 
from abroad. Gross National 
Income per capita in Haiti is 
$1,730, and a quarter of the 
island’s population lives in 
extreme poverty on less than 
$1.25 per day.

A Haitian can apply as a 
refugee, i.e., a person with 
“well-founded fear of perse-
cution for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, political 
opinion or membership in a 
particular social group, who 
has been forced to flee his or 
her country because of per-
secution, war or violence.” 
However, the process to ap-
ply for refugee status can 
take up to two years.

Haitians, along with Cu-
bans, Nicaraguans and Ven-
ezuelans, are allowed 30,000 
non-citizens each month to 
enter the U.S. Some can en-
ter for up to two years “for 
urgent humanitarian rea-
sons or significant public 
benefit,” according to U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.

INFLATION
continued from page 1

HAITIANS
continued from page 1

HBCU SCHOLAR
continued from page 1
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