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CITY NEWSCITY NEWSInform,Inspire, & InvestCOMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF GREATER HUNTSVILLE RACIAL EQUITY FUND ANNUAL LUNCHEONCompiled by Speakin' Out News staff;  photo credits:  Shelly Williams, Speakin' Out News photographer

CITY NEWSCITY NEWS
CHILDREN READ SUCCEED: A CALL TO ACTION! STOP! READ!
Join the Movement to Close Achievement Gaps and Stop Summer Learning Loss.
PRESS RELEASE

Partner with Children Read Succeed - Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Free-dom Schools today! Engag-ing and rewarding for the whole entire family, it’s a truly fun & unique learn-ing experience…“there’s no school like FREEDOMSCHOOL.” Local schools, community, or faith-based organizations can expand their community outreach efforts by participating in a multicultural & inter-generational literacy-cen-tered enrichment program that’s backed by national 

(LEFT – RIGHT):  Community Foundation’s Board of Directors Chair Ray White, Huntsville Office Managing 

Member, Warren Averett; Melissa Thompson, CAP®, CEO/President, Brenda Martin, City of Huntsville repre-

sentative, and Community Foundation Board member, Chris Russell, Wealth Advisor, Linscomb & Williams.

(LEFT – RIGHT):  by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company and Alabama A&M University President Dr. Daniel K. Wims  (photo credit: AAMU)

(LEFT – RIGHT) Ann Kvach, Community Foundation Program Officer and Dianne Reynolds

research. Children Read Succeed (CRS), a local non-profit organization focused on youth devel-opment with the goal of ensuring that every child in our community, re-gardless of ethnicity, re-ligious beliefs, or socio-economic status, will be afforded the opportunity to experience a vibrant life of literacy in safe and engaging spaces, has joined the CDF Freedom Schools movement as an official Children’s De-fense Fund partner orga-

nization.
Parents, families, edu-cators, non-profits, or anyone who cares about our children’s future and understands the impor-tance of them being able to read on grade level by 3rd grade to avoid the risk of being held back will definitely want to join this movement. In partnership with com-munity-based organiza-tions, faith institutions, schools, colleges, univer-

STATE
White racial slurs not from Auburn Black Student Union GroupMe chat channel, university saysBy Howard Koplowitz
The GroupMe chat where more than 250 racial slurs for white people was shared and then leaked earlier this month was not the Auburn University Black Student Union channel or from any other “recognized Auburn Univer-sity organization,” the university said Monday.

The chat, which contained a Google document titled “Creaker Names” (creaker is slang for an old white per-son), was given by Auburn student Jaden Heard to 1819 News. Heard claimed a See  RACIAL SLURS, pg. 8
NATIONAL
Stomach bug outbreak: Norovirus cases up 30%, CDC warnsBy Spencer Kent | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
First it was COV-ID. Then RSV. Then the flu.
Well, respira-tory infections are out after they filled emergency rooms and doctor’s offices throughout the fall and winter. Now there’s a new out-break: norovirus, aka the dreaded stomach bug.

Cases of the virus are rising across the country, according to the Centers for Dis-ease Control and Prevention.This season, 225 outbreaks have been reported between Aug. 1 and Jan. 8 in 

A microscopic image of the norovirus, a very conta-gious virus that can cause diarrhea and vomiting.

See  STOMACH BUG, pg. 8

CITY NEWS
Drake State upgrading facilities to keep up with Huntsville’s growth, president says By Scott Turner
Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims doesn’twant her school to be “the last choice” for students seeking workforce training after graduating from high school.“Our high schools are very nice,” she said. “If you leave a very nice high school and do post-secondary training, the ex-pectation is that it is going to be at the next level. We have to get there. We have some work to do.”

See  DRAKE STATE , pg. 8

(ABOVE): Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims with a painting of the plans for reno-vation of the campus on Meridian Street. (Scott Turner/AL.com)

(HUNTSVILLE, AL) - - The Racial Equity Fund Annual Luncheon was held on Feb-ruary 9, 2023, at the Ernest Knight Center on the cam-pus of Alabama A&M Univer-sity, sponsored by Facebook (Meta).

The luncheon opened with a Welcome by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company in Huntsville. Afterward, Ala-bama A&M University Presi-dent Dr. Daniel K. Wims 

gave Greetings. Presenting Sponsor was Katie Comer, Facebook Community De-velopment Manager. Pastor David Lee, Madison Mis-sion Seventh-day Adventist Church, gave the Invocation, 

(LEFT – RIGHT) Beth Martin, Senior Vice President at Worthington Federal Bank and Katie Woods, Director of Communications

(LEFT – RIGHT) Jamal Ali, Marketing Director, Alabama A&M University and William D. Smothers, publisher, Speakin' Out News  (photo credit: AAMU)

See  FOUNDATION, pg. 8

See CHILDREN READ , pg. 8
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CRIME & TRAGEDYMAN SAYS DAUGHTER, GRANDDAUGHTER NEARLY DIED WITH 2 OTHERS IN ALABAMA SHOOTING ALLEGEDLY OVER UTILITIESThe Falkville man charged with shooting three people last Sun-day, two of whom died, also shot at but missed...PG.2
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HEALTH
IVEY: NEW BIRMINGHAM CRISIS CENTER IS A ‘GAME CHANGER’ FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTHAs the state grapples with in-creasing mental health needs, a new facility moved Birming-ham one step closer......PG.9

BLACK HISTORY MONTH (BHM)12 BLACK HEALTH & WELLNESS PIONEERS
February is US Black History Month. It’s also a month to raise awareness of the ex-tremely inequitable treatment Black communities have faced in the US,.....PG.2 

ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITYAAMU GRAD’S VIRAL VIDEO WAS PREMIERED AT SUPER BOWL
TAbout five years ago, Ala-bama A&M University gradu-ate and filmmaker-photogra-pher Lance Piri captured the fiery motivational speech of YouTube sensation......PG.3

RELIGION
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY TO REDEEMING LOVE OUTREACH MINISTRIES PASTOR EMMA WHITE

The Redeeming Love Out-reach Ministries, Decatur Alabama Men of Vision, wished our beloved pastor, pastor Emma White ..PG.5
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In 2011, Southwest Alabama Medical Center in Thomasville closed its doors to patients. Since that year, a total of 13 rural hospitals have closed in Alabama sparking vocalized push by the Alabama Hospital Association to have state lawmakers find a way to expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.© Mike Kittrell/al.com/TNS

CITY NEWS

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITALHUNTSVILLE HOSPITALCEO SEES NEWCEO SEES NEWMEDICAID EXPANSIONMEDICAID EXPANSIONPUSH IN ALABAMAPUSH IN ALABAMABy Lee Roop

The leader of theHuntsville Hospitalsystem, northAlabama’s largesthealthcare provider,expects anotherattempt to expandMedicaid coverage inthe Legislature thisyear. And he has aquestion for businessleaders who oppose it.“When I talk tobusiness leadersthat are opposed toMedicaid expansion, Iask, ‘Why do you wantto pay for this insteadof letting the federalgovernment pay forit?’” Jeff Samz told theHuntsville-MadisonCounty ChamberThursday. “I think it’sa better way to do it.”Gov. Kay Iveyand conservativelawmakers disagree.

They are skepticalor openly opposeexpansion fearingfederal subsidies willfade away leavingstates on the hookfor the federal share.With expansion,Washington wouldpay 90 percent of thecost with the stateproviding 10 percent.Estimates say 340,000people in Alabamawould gain access toMedicaid if the stateaccepts the federalfunding to expand theprogram.
Samz said his12-facility hospitalsystem spendsbetween $112-$115million a year onuncompensated care.“That’s our cost ofproviding that care,”Samz said. “That’s not

the charge.”
There are two waysto pay for it, Samzsaid. One is a propertytax for the purposebut Samz said he’sglad Madison Countydoesn’t have one.“Most of you, you’repaying for it,” Samztold the businessaudience. “That’s theway that works. I haveto negotiate a higherrate with Blue Crossto make sure I cancover the $100 millionand still have enoughmargin for facilitiesand everything.

“This is howhospitals across thecountry do this,”Samz said. “It’s nota Huntsville Hospitalthing. The industry,

Members of Huntsville's business community meet Feb. 2, 2023 to hear updates the 
state of healthcare in the metro region. Public health and hospital leaders talked about 
challenges ahead for the growing area.

See COVID HELP, pg.7

COMMENTARYFEAR,
IGNORANCE CAN’T 
CANCEL 
BLACK 
HISTORY.
NEITHER CAN HOOVER.Roy S. Johnson is a Pulitzer Prize finalist for commentary and winner of the Edward R. Murrow prize for podcasts: “Unjustifiable”, co-hosted with John Archibald. 
This is an opinioncolumn.
One parent. One.One poor, misguidedparent.
One cowering parent.One superintendent.One.
One poor, misguidedsuperintendent.
One weak-kneedsuperintendent.

Together, they scuttledappearances by award-winning children’s bookauthor Derrick Barnes atthree elementary schoolsin Hoover, just a fewmiles south of downtownBirmingham. Scuttledthem because, well, wereally don’t know.
And yet we do.
Fear. Ignorance.
Barnes, who’s Black,was slated to get BlackHistory Month off to arousing, empowering start,reflecting messages thatanchor his work. Messagesof good. Messages ofconfidence. Messagesof hope. Messages he’sshared with children inschools, daycare centers,and churches for over adecade.

Yet not in Hoover.Not in Hoover becauseone parent—one—complained. Complainedabout his so-labeled“controversial ideas.”Ideas allegedly expressedin Barnes’ social mediaposts. Ideas neverarticulated in posts.One parent.
Parents’ complaints andconcerns should always berespected and addressed. Ifully made sure mine werewhen my children wereyoung. In an instancesuch as this—or anytimea parent doesn’t wanttheir child exposed to aguest speaker, to a lesson,to anything the schoolis offering to educateand elevate students,the parent typically hasthe option of holdingtheir child out while theothers took part in theexperience.

This parent hadthat option. Instead,Hoover City Schools

STATE HEALTH
Alabama hospitals say they face an ‘existentialcrisis’ after COVID, ask state for financial help

By Ramsey Archibald

The COVID-19 pandemicdealt a blow to Alabamahospitals in terms offinances, say healthcareofficials, who are nowpredicting nearly 15hospitals around the stateare in danger of closing.They are asking the statefor relief money to meetpayroll as the cost of laborhas jumped.
“The situation isdire. It’s immediate,”said Joseph Marchant,chairman of the AlabamaHospital Association

and CEO of Bibb MedicalCenter. “There’s animmediate need. We hope[the Legislature] considerssoon, the fragile state ofwhere we are.”
Alabama hospitalsearned billions of dollarsless in 2022 than theydid before the pandemicbegan, according to areport released Thursday,and half of the state’shospitals operated at aloss that year. That’s in

CITY NEWS
Construction beginning on $11 million DrakeState Advanced Manufacturing CenterBy Scott Turner

Construction isbeginning on DrakeState’s 50,000-square footAdvanced ManufacturingCenter on MeridianStreet.
The city of Huntsvilleissued two permitstotaling $11 million forthe work at 3421 MeridianSt. last week.

The work is among 13projects exceeding $1million in the Huntsvillearea in the past week,according to SouthernExposure Information.The new buildingwill support the

See BLACK HISTORY, pg.7

See HSV HOSPITAL, pg.7

Hoover City Schools Board ofEducation headquarters

BLACKBLACK
HISTORYHISTORY MONTHMONTH

COMMENTARYREP. ANTHONY DANIELS:
YOU DESERVE MORE 
OF YOUR 
OVERTIME PAYBy Alabama State Rep. Anthony Daniels

aerospace and advancedmanufacturing industriesand will house the most in-demand training programsincluding engineeringdesign and mechatronics.“The need is so great,”said Alabama CommunityCollege System ChancellorJimmy Baker in a newsrelease by the school. “Wewant to show studentsthat there are a lot of waysto make a good livingthat will allow them to beoutstanding members, notonly in their families, butin their communities aswell.”

Artist rendering of Drake State Advanced Manufacturing Center.(Drake State Illustration)

Dr. Dee Fowler served asSuperintendent of MadisonCity Schools from 2007-2016.Dr. Dee Fowler became thesuperintendent of Hoover CitySchool in July of 2021.

Rep. Anthony Daniels representsDistrict 53 in Madison County in theAlabama House of Representatives.He is the minority leader in the House.
As we prepare for the2023 Alabama LegislativeSession, I and myDemocratic colleagueswill be presenting severalpro-growth economicbills designed to helphard-working Alabamiansprosper and keep moremoney in their pockets.Our comprehensiveeconomic plan includesending regressive taxes,ensuring that businesseshave the infrastructure andresources they need, andthat we create a workerand business-friendlyenvironment that willnurture entrepreneurshipand attract high payingjobs to Alabama.

The first bill in oureconomic plan is about you– you, the worker and you,the business owner.A commonmisconception about taxesis that overtime wages aretaxed at a higher rate thana worker’s regular hours.The truth is that both aretaxed at the same rate, butit definitely feels like muchmore when that percentageis taken from one and halftimes the normal rate ofpay.
Of course, right nowmany hard-working 

See REP. DANIELS, pg.7
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EDUCATION

HEALTH/BEAUTY

FOR SALE

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND!  Donate a car to the American Council of the Blind.  FAST 
FREE PICKUP.  24-hour response.  Running or not. maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! Call 24/7:  844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from $29 month Free 2-minute Quote! We Compare all Insur-
ance providers offers for you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 866-450-0943 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery.  Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!  A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 + FREE Shipping!  100% guaranteed.  CALL 
NOW:  866-505-0828.

ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical training available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, call 866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-6pm ET).

COMPLETION OF WORK

PUBLIC NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF CONTRACT
McCord Construction, Inc. hereby gives Legal Notice of Comple-

tion of Contract with City of Huntsville, Project Name: Dug Hill Road 
Sewer, located in the City of Huntsville, Alabama.  All Claims should 
be filed at City of Huntsville, Public Service Building, 320 Fountain 
Cir, Huntsville, Alabama during this period of advertisement, i.e. 

August 30th, September 6th, September 13th, and September 20th.

SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reaching over 1 million readers each week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Network for just $210 per week! Make one call to this news-
paper (participating Ala-SCAN newspaper) or call 1-800-264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to advertise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We edit, print and distribute your work in-
ternationally. We do the work… You reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE Author’s 
Submission Kit: 888-283-4780

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE QUOTE from America's Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving! Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 844-925-3534   

SERVICES

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call Now to Get the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV!  
844-594-7108

NEED NEW Flooring? Call Empire Today to schedule a Free in-home estimate 
on Carpeting and Flooring. Call Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for free consultation:  844-809-9165.  Ask 
about our specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-683-2005

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and conditions. 1-877-323-5516

NOTICE OF COMPLETION  Alabama Highway 20 Water and Gas 
Main Extension #IFB 22-57

In accordance with Section 39-1-1, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, 
notice is hereby given that Apel Machine & Supply Co., Inc. has completed 
the Contract for Alabama Highway 20 Water and Gas Main Extension #IFB 
22-57 for the City of Huntsville, Alabama, a municipal corporation, d/b/a 
Huntsville Utilities and has made request for final settlement as provided by 
the Contract. All persons having any claims for labor, materials, or otherwise 
in connection with this project should immediately notify Huntsville Utilities 
Engineering Department, 112 Spragins St., Huntsville Alabama, 35801.   
 
APEL MACHINE & SUPPLY CO., INC.,
9910 US Hwy 31, Hanceville, AL 35077	   

SHERIFF’S SALE 
 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the CIRCUIT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against SCOTT BARTO 
Defendant(s) and in favor REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square in the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 2nd day of OCTOBER, 2023, within   the legal 
hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named defendants(s) may 
possess in and to the following described property to wit: 
 
I, RAYMOND B. JONES, A REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND CORRECT MAP OR PLAT OF ALL THAT PART OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST OF THE 
HUNTSVILLE MERIDIAN, MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTH MARGIN OF PINE GROVE ROAD, SAID POINT OF 
BEGINNING IS FURTHER DESCRIBED AS BEING LOCATED NORTH 89 DEGREES O7 MINUTES EAST 
1095.0 FEET AND NORTH 01 DEGREE 16 MINUTES WEST 30 FEET FROM THE CENTER OF SECTION 8, 
TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, THENCE FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING RUN NORTH 89 
DEGREES 07 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE NORTH MARGIN OF PINE GROVE ROAD FOR 140.0 FEET; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 53 MINUTES WEST FOR 157.5 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 
DEGREES 07 MINUTES WEST FOR 140.0 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 53 MINUTES EAST 
FOR 157.5 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. THE ABOVE DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND HAS A 35 
FOOT RADIUS CURVE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER, TANGENT TO THE SOUTH AND EAST 
PROPERTY LINE AND IS SUBJECT TO A 5 FOOT UTILITY AND DRAINAGE EASEMENT AROUND THE 
PERIMETER OF SAME; THAT THE BUILDINGS NOW ERECTED ON SAID LOT ARE WITHIN THE 
BOUNDARIES OF SAME; THAT THERE ARE NO ENCROACHMENTS BY BUILDINGS ON ADJOINING 
PROPERTY; THAT THERE ARE NO RIGHTS-OF-WAY, EASEMENTS OR JOINT DRIVEWAYS OVER OR 
ACROSS SAID LAND VISIBLE ON THE SURFACE SHOWN; THAT THERE ARE NO ELECTRIC OR 
TELEPHONE WIRES ( EXCLUDING WIRES WHICH SERVE THE PREMISES ONLY) OR STRUCTURES OR 
SUPPPORTS THEREFOR, INCLUDING POLES, ANCHORS AND GUY WIRES, ON OR OVER SAID 
PREMISES, EXCEPT IN DEDICATED EASEMENTS: THAT ALL PARTS OF THIS SURVEY AND 
DRAWING HAVE BEEN COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
MINIMUM TECHNICAL STANDARDS FOR THE PRACTICE OF LAND SURVEYING IN THE STATE OF 
ALABAMA AND THAT I HAVE CONSULTED THE FEDERAL INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION FLOOD 
HAZARD BOUNDARY MAPS PANEL NO. 010151 0150 ZONE C DATED JULY 2, 1981 AND FOUND THAT 
THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY IS NOT LOCATED IN A FLOOD HAZARD AREA; THAT SAID LOT 
LIES WITHOUT THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF HUNTSVILLE; THAT THE CORRECT 
STREET ADDRESS IS 451 PINE GROVE ROAD, MADISON, ALABAMA. 
 
 
 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the DISTRICT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against NELL NORTON HOLDER 
aka AUDRA N. HOLDER Defendant(s) and in favor REDSTONE FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to 
the highest bidder for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 
Northside Square in the City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 2ND day of 
OCTOBER, 2023, within   the legal hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever 
interest the above named defendants(s) may possess in and to the following 
described property to wit: 
 
LOT 18, BLOCK 20, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OF SURVEY OF HOLIDAY HOMES, 4TH 
ADDITION, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 345, IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
 
 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the DISTRICT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against LATASHA D. RAGLAND 
aka DENISE RAGLAND aka LATASHA D. LINDSEY Defendant(s) and in 
favor REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of 
Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest bidder for cash at Madison 
County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square in the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama on the 2ND  day of OCTOBER, 2023, within   the legal hours of sale, at 
12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named defendants(s) may possess in and 
to the following described property to wit: 
 
LOT 185, ACCORDING TO THE FINAL PLAT OF TWIN CREEKS SUBDIVISION PHASE 
2, AS RECORDED AS INSTRUMENT 2019-00069845 IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF 
PROBATE OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD 
 
 
 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the CIRCUIT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against DESTINY PAYTON-
WILLIAMS Defendant(s) and in favor LEROY & BARBARA SALIDO 
Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square in the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 2ND  day of OCTOBER, 2023, within   the 
legal hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named defendants(s) 
may possess in and to the following described property to wit: 
 
ALL THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF 
MADISON, STATE OF ALABAMA, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 
LOT 28, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT OF ANSLEE FARMS PHASE IX, A 
RESUBDIVISION ON TRACT 3 ANSLEE SUBDIVISION DOCUMENT NO. 
20080407000223080, RECORDED IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE OF 
MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA IN PLAT DOCUMENT NO. 2019-00040558. 
 
THIS CONVEYANCE IS SUBJECT TO SUBDIVISION RESTRICTIONS, UTILITY, 
DRAINAGE AND SEWER EASEMENTS, AND MINIMUM SETBACK LINES, IF ANY, 
APPLICABLE TO THE AFORESAID PROPERTY APPEARING OF RECORD IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. THIS 
CONVEYANCE IS ALSO SUBJECT TO ANY PRIOR RESERVATION, SEVERANCE OR 
CONVEYANCE OF MINERALS OR MINERAL RIGHTS. 
 
 
 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

NOTICE OF SALE BY CLERK OF THE COURT 
 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA 
Case No. CV 2022-901279 
 
REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
VS. 
JERRY DARRELL WILBURN 
 
ON AUGUST 24, 2023, ORDER WAS ENTERED IN THE ABOVE CASE FOR JUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE AND SALE BY THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA WITH RESPECT TO THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PROPERTY: 
 

LOT 16, BLOCK 1, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OF SURVEY OF RED OAK 
SUBDIVISION, AS RECORDED IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE 
OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA IN PLAT BOOK 16, PAGE 4. 
 
SOURCE OF TITLE:  DEED BOOK 668, PAGE 1082 

 
 
The address of said property being 334 Delynn Dr, Hazel Green, AL 35750. 
BY ORDER OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA, ANY 
INTEREST OF THE ABOVE DEFENDANT IN THE DESCRIBED PROPERTY SHALL 
BE SOLD BY THE CLERK OF THE COURT ON THE 27th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2023, 
AT 12:00 PM O’CLOCK ON THE STEPS OF THE MADISON COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
100 NORTH SIDE SQUARE, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. 
 
Done this 24th day of August, 2023 
 
s/Debra Kizer      mm 
Circuit Clerk of Madison County, Alabama 
 
The above notice shall be published in the Speakin’ Out Newspaper, once per week for four 
consecutive weeks.  Dates to Publish:  August 30, September 6, 13, and 20, 2023. 
 
Mail bill to:      Mail proof of publication to: 
Jeffrey L. Cook     Circuit Civil Division 
Attorney for Redstone Federal Credit Union 100 North Side Square 
P.O. Box 5585     Huntsville, AL 35801 
Huntsville, AL 35814  
 
Xc: Speakin’ Out News   

Madison County Bulletin Board 
 Jeffrey L. Cook 
 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF DECATUR 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) NO. DHA2023-07 
REPAIRS TO (2) FIRE-DAMAGED APARTMENTS 

 
 

The Housing Authority of the City of Decatur, AL (DHA) is accepting bids from qualified, 

licensed, and insured entities for repairs to (2) residential units that received damage from a fire and 

resulting fire extinguishing event. 

A pre-submission meeting will be held on September 27, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. at Decatur 

Housing Authority, located at 100 Wilson Street (Jordan-Neill Apartments) 1st floor community room 

Decatur, AL 35601. 

Separate, sealed bids to provide this service will be received at 100 Wilson Street N.E., 12th 

Floor, Decatur, Alabama 35601 until 2:00 P.M. CST, October 18, 2023.  

Electronic bids documents are available through Housing Agency Market Place E-

Procurement, by accessing the following website: 

https://ha.internationaleprocurement.com/requests.html?company_id=9513 
 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF DECATUR, ALABAMA 
Taura L. Denmon, Executive Director 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE 

 
The City of Huntsville’s Community Development Department has 
completed its Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report 
(CAPER) for FY22.  A draft copy of this report may be viewed on line at 
www.huntsvilleal.gov/residents/neighborhoods/housing/fair-housing/ 
and at the Community Development Department Office located in the 
Yarbrough Office Center, 120 E. Holmes Avenue, and the Huntsville-
Madison County Public Library, located at 915 Monroe Street.  Submit 
comments to Scott Erwin, City of Huntsville Department of Community 
Development, P.O. Box 308, Huntsville, AL 35804 or 
scott.erwin@huntsvilleal.gov.  Deadline for comments is September 25, 
2023.  For more information regarding this public notice or to request 
special accommodations, please call (256) 427-5400.  Hearing or speech 
impaired residents are encouraged to use the TTY line at (256) 427-7092 
for requests. 
 

AL PÚBLICO  
CIUDAD DE HUNTSVILLE 

 
El Departamento de Desarrollo Comunitario de la Ciudad de 
Huntsville ha completado su Informe Anual Consolidado de 
Desempeño y Evaluación (CAPER) para el año fiscal 22. Una copia 
preliminar de este informe se puede ver en línea en 
www.huntsvilleal.gov/residents/neighborhoods/housing/fair-housing/ 
y en la Oficina del Departamento de Desarrollo Comunitario ubicada 
en el Centro de Oficinas de Yarbrough, 120 E. Holmes Avenue y la 
Biblioteca Pública del Condado de Huntsville-Madison, ubicada en 
915 Monroe Street. Envíe sus comentarios a Scott Erwin, 
Departamento de Desarrollo Comunitario de la Ciudad de Huntsville, 
P.O. Box 308, Huntsville, AL 35804 o Scott.erwin@huntsvilleal.gov. La 
fecha límite para comentarios es el 25 de septiembre de 2023. Para 
obtener más información sobre este aviso público o para solicitar 
adaptaciones especiales, llame al (256) 427-5400. Se recomienda a los 
residentes con discapacidad auditiva o del habla que usen la línea 
TTY al (256) 427-7092 para las solicitudes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23- 628 
SUBSTITUTE A 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, that Section 23-121 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Huntsville, adopted May 13, 1982 and becoming effective September 1, 
1982, amended by Ordinance 84-713 on November 20, 1984; amended by 
Ordinance 90-617 on November 20, 1990; amended by Ordinance 95-306 on 
May 11, 1995; amended by Ordinance 99-314 on April 8, 1999; amended by 
Ordinance 00-313 on April 13, 2000; amended by Ordinance 02-842 on 
October 10, 2002; amended by Ordinance 03-246 on April 24, 2003; amended 
by Ordinances 05-550 on August 11, 2005 amended by Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Huntsville, adopted November 20, 2007 by Ordinance 07-
1125, and last amended by Code of Ordinances of the City Of Huntsville, 
adopted on December 20, 2012 by Ordinance 12-1019, and being entitled 
"SCHEDULE", is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

Sec. 26-631. Schedule. 

First 

Next 

Next 

(a) The rate charges to consumers of water by the City will
be increasing for the monthly consumption beginning with
the October 2023 billing cycle, and continuing
thereafter. The rates for water consumed shall be as
follows:

Consumer Classes Effective 
October 2023 

Residential-
Inside and Outside 

City Limits 
3,000 gallons $1.70 per 1,000 gallons 

3,000 gallons $3.21 per 1,000 gallons 

6,000 gallons $3.48 per 1,000 gallons 

Over 12,000 gallons $4.96 per 1,000 gallons 

All Sprinkler $4.96 per 1,000 gallons 

Consumer Classes Effective 
October 2023 

Commercial/Industrial 

Up to 1,000,000 gallons $2.65 per 1,000 gallons 

Above 1,000,000 gallons $2.17 per 1,000 gallons 

Wholesale/Resale 

First 5,000,000 gallons $2.65 per 1,000 gallons 

Over 5,000,000 gallons $2.17 per 1,000 gallons 

Supplemental/Emergency $6.45 per 1,000 gallons 

Other 

All Sprinkler $4.06 per 1,000 gallons 

Metered Fire Line $4.06 per 1,000 gallons 

(b) In addition to the above rates for water consumed, there is 
an availability charge that is added to the consumption
charge, which charge is based on having water available to
the customer or consumer for water consumed or used. In the
event there is no consumption, the availability charge alone
will apply. The availability charge is based on meter size,
and is as follows:

Meter Size Effective 
October 2023 

Each 5/8" meter $14.00 

Each l" meter $16.67 

Each l½" meter $51.33 

Each 2" meter $77.87 

Each 3" meter $165.59 

Each 4" meter $268.66 

Each 6" meter $533.87 

Each 8" meter $726.18 

Each 10" meter $1,380.27 

Fire Line $10.04 per inch 

Fire Hydrant Charge $7.53 

(c) Except for wholesale/resale, supplemental and sole-source
sale where water is used through a common meter, and

(1) Where more than one house, building, or structure used
for living, eating, or sleeping quarters, or in which a
business occupation or profession is conducted or
carried on, or

(2) In apartment houses or buildings, or

(3) In houses or buildings occupied by more than one family,
or

( 4) In business houses or buildings where one or more
persons or entities are located therein and each person
or entity is engaged in a separate business or different
business, or 

(5) Mobile home parks or facilities where multiple units or
spaces each have a water connection, then

each separate house, building, or structure, each unit in an 
apartment house or building, each family in one house, each 
person or entity engaged in a separate business or different 
business in one business house or building, each space or 
unit in a mobile home park or facility shall be subject to 
the availability charge per month of Fourteen and 00/100 
($14.00) Dollars, effective October 2023, and in addition to 

any water consumed. If there is no consumption, the 
availability charge as set forth in paragraph (b) will apply. 

(d) Provided further, that for residences, apartments, mobile
home parks, and commercial establishments serving six (6) or
more families, apartment units, separate or different
businesses through a common master meter, the charge shall be
$2.31 per 1,000 gallons effective October 2023. In addition 
to the above, there will be an availability charge per month 
of $14.00 effective October 2023, per unit. 

(e) The City of Huntsville shall pay a monthly maintenance charge
of Seven and 53/100 ($7.53) Dollars effective October 2016,
(no rate increase for October 2023) for each fire hydrant in

the water system.

The rates and charges as set forth in this amendment shall 
become effective with meter readings on and after October 1, 2023. 

ADOPTED this 14th 

APPROVED this 14th 

day of September I 2023. 

ident of the City Council of 
City of Huntsville, Alabama 

day of September I 2023. 

Mayor�City of Huntsville, 
Alabama 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-695 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama that the 
following described property is hereby declared surplus and no longer needed for municipal 
purpose: 

 
Equipment #350052 Multigraphics 1250 Press    
Equipment #390010    Challenge Collator 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor of the City of Huntsville, for and on 

behalf of the City of Huntsville, is hereby authorized, requested and directed to dispose of said 
equipment, per Agreement with Managed Asset Recycling Solutions, LLC. All proceeds will be 
deposited into an account, to be assigned by the Information Technology Services Department, 
to be utilized for the purchase of new equipment.   
 
 

ADOPTED this the 14th day of September, 2023.  
  

  
/s/ John Meredith     
President of the City Council of  
the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 14th day of September, 2023.  
  

  
/s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  

 



page 10                                                                                                Speakin’ Out News, September 20, 2023 -  September 26, 2023	               Visit our website:  www.speakinoutweeklynews.net

1 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-696 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama as follows: 

Section 1. Section 27-96 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 27-96. Enforcement. 

If the owner of real property located within the corporate limits of the city shall fail or 
refuse to comply with the provisions of this article, the manager of the community development 
division or other code enforcement officer of the community development division may cause to 
be served upon such owner, in person or by first class mail, notice requiring such owner to comply 
with this article within a time stated in the notice, or to appear for an administrative hearing before 
the manager or other code enforcement officer or officers of the community development division 
as designated by the manager to determine whether the owner is in violation of this article. The 
notice shall apprise the owner of the facts of the claims against him and shall name a particular 
date, time and place for such hearing. The manager and the owner shall have the right to compel 
attendance of witnesses on his own behalf at such hearing. If after the hearing the manager finds 
that this article has been violated and a nuisance exists, the owner shall have five days from the 
hearing date, or five days from the date of notice by personal service or by first class mail, of the 
manager's determination, whichever is the later date, to comply with this article; otherwise, the 
manager may thereafter institute the following enforcement procedures:  

(1) a. The manager of the community development division may cause the cutting of 
the offending grass or weeds. The manager shall keep an account of the costs of the 
cutting of the grass or weeds and shall render an itemized report in writing to the 
city council, setting forth the costs of cutting the grass or weeds. The owner shall 
be notified by first class mail at least five days in advance of the time fixed by the 
manager for the council to receive the report; and the owner may appear at that time 
and present objections, if any there be, to the report.  

b. At the time fixed for receiving and considering the report, the council shall 
hear the report, together with any objections which may be raised by any of the 
owners whose property is liable to be assessed for the work and thereupon make 
such modifications in the report as they deem necessary, after which by motion or 
resolution the report shall be confirmed. The amounts of the cost for cutting and 
removing the grass or weeds mentioned in the report shall constitute special 
assessments against the land and as thus made and confirmed shall constitute a lien 
on the property for the amount of such assessments, which is to be collected by the 
city treasurer, or his/her designee, as any other debts are collected or liens enforced.  

(2) The manager of the community development division or any enforcement officer 
working under his supervision may issue a citation to the owner of the property, requiring 
the owner to appear in the municipal court to answer charges for the violation of this article. 
Such citation shall name the party charged, the address of the property where the alleged 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-716 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as follows: 

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, finds that an application has 
been presented to the City of Huntsville requesting the vacation of a utility and drainage 
easement; that the applicant has represented to the City of Huntsville that Joe Clayton and 
Susan Clayton, are the owners of the property across which said easement lies; that said 
easement, or the portion being vacated, is not presently used and is no longer needed for a public 
or municipal purpose. 

Section 2. Pursuant to the findings in Section 1 hcreinabove, the Mayor of the City of 
Huntsville, Alabama, is hereby authorized, requested and directed to execute a quitclaim deed 
vacating the casement hereinafter described, said deed being substantially in words and figures 
as follows, to-wit: 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

COUNTY OF MADISON 

NO TITLE EXAMINATION HAS BEEN 
PERFORMED IN CONNECTION WITH 
THIS TRANSACTION 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that THE CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, a 
municipal corporation, hereinafter referred to as the Grantor, for and in consideration of the sum 
of Ten Dollars ($10.00) in hand paid by JOE CLAYTON AND SUSAN CLAYTON, husband 
and wife, hereinafter referred to as the Grantees, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
and other good and valuable consideration, does hereby remise, release, quitclaim and convey 
unto the said Grantees all of its right, title, interest, and claim in and to the following described 
real estate situated in the County of Madison, State of Alabama, to-wit: 

SEE EXHIBIT "A" A TT ACHED HERETO. 

TO HA VE AND TO HOLD the same unto the said Grantees, and to their successors and 
assigns, forever. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has caused this instrument to be 
duly executed by its Mayor and City Clerk •• pursuant to0rdinance No: 23-716 , as of 
this the 14th day of September , 2023. 

ATTEST: 

a.�
Shaundrika Edwards, City Clerk 

THE CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, 
a municipal corporation 

By��� (SEAL) 
Tomm�ayor 

STA TE OF ALABAMA 

COUNTY OF MADISON 

I, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said County and in said State, hereby certify 
that Tommy Battle and Shaundrika Edwards, whose names as Mayor and City Clerk 
respectively, of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, are signed to the foregoing conveyance, and who 
are known to me, acknowledged before me on this day that, being informed of the contents of this 
conveyance, they, as such officers and with full authority, executed the same voluntarily for and as 
the act of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, a municipal corporation. 

Given under my hand and official seal this 14th day of September , 2023. 

nocce0\___ 
NOT ARY-PUBLIC 
My Commission Expires: MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 01-05-2027

Charles P. Helms, 912 Merchants Walk, Huntsville, AL 35801 

EXHIBIT "A" 
(Utility and Drainage Easement to be vacated) 

STATE OF ALABAMA: 
MADISON COUNTY: 

Easement Vacation on Lots 17 & 18 Stonemark Sector 8: 

Commencing at the Southwest Corner of Lot 1 7 of Stonemark Sector 8, as 
recorded in Plat Book 30, Page 15, in the Probate Records office of Madison 
County, Alabama; thence along the South Property Line of said Lot 17, North 
74°04'14" East, a distance of 10.12' to a point on the West U&D Easement Line; 
thence along said line, North 24°22'26" West, a distance of 5.05' to a Point on 
the North easement Line, being the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence from the 
Point of Beginning, along said easement, North 74°04' 14" East, a distance of 

209.39' to a point on the East Easement Line; thence along said line, South 
15°55'53" East, a distance of 10.00' to a point on the South easement Line on 
Lot 18 of Stonemark Sector 8, as recorded in Plat Book 30, Page 15, in the 
Probate Records office of Madison County, Alabama; thence along said 
easement, South 74°04'14" West, a distance of 207.85' to a point on the West 
Easement Line; thence along said line, North 24°42'02" West, a distance of 
10.12' to the POINT OF BEGINNING; said described tract containing 0.05 
Acres, more or less. 

Ben George Lewis, PLS# 20639 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-716 (Cont.) 

ADOPTED this the 14th day of September, 2023. 

cicnt of the City Council 
e City of Huntsville, Alabama 

APPROVED this the 14th day of September, 2023. 

��;6� 
Mayor of the City �untsville, 
Alabama 

Monday said Mims is on 
administrative leave with 
pay – which is standard 
protocol - while they con-
tinue to investigate and 
gather facts.

Birmingham Police 
Chief Scott Thurmond met 
with Mayor Randall Wood-
fin, City of Birmingham 
leadership, BPD leader-
ship, Birmingham City 
Schools Director Dr. Mark 
Sullivan, and his leader-
ship team, as well as Jef-
ferson County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Walter 
B. Gonsoulin Jr. and his 
leadership team.

The seven-minute vid-
eo was released at Thur-
mond’s request. The body 
cam video begins 18 min-
utes after the game had 
ended.

It shows an officer ap-
proaching a Minor High 
School staff member and 
an officer saying, “It’s time 
to go.” The band is still in 
the stands playing.

They then approach 
Mims, who says repeat-
edly, “Get out of my face,” 
to the officers.

A male officer says, “I 
got my troops coming and 
they gonna sweep their 
asses out.”

Mims continue to direct 
the band.

A female sergeant says, 
“Load them up before I 
contact the superinten-
dent.”

Mims tells the officers 
that they’re about to leave 
when they finish their fi-
nal song.

They continue to go 
back and forth.

“We got to go. The min-
utes are over,” the ser-
geant says. Mims replies, 
“We’re fixing to go. This is 
our last song.”

The officer tells Mims 
they have to go now, to 
which he again replies, 
“Get out my face.” Mims 
ended up repeating that 
phrase seven times to of-
ficers.

The officer asks, “What 

you gonna do?”
The sergeant says they 

are contacting the school 
and the officer warns 
Mims he will go to jail. 
“That’s cool,” Mims says, 
holding up two thumbs.

Mims then directs the 
band to continue to play. 
“Are you going to keep go-
ing?” the officer asks.

The field lights are then 
turned off.

The sergeant is heard 
yelling, “Put him in hand-
cuffs.” Mims then signals 
the band to end the song.

Chaos ensues.
An officer attempts to 

arrest Mims, and he is yell-
ing, “Get off of me, bruh.”

Police get one handcuff 
on Mims, but can’t secure 
the second side.

A male officer is heard to 
those trying to intervene, 
“Tell (Mims) to stop.”

An officer can be heard 
saying, “I’m fixin to tase 
you” to Mims.

Moments later an officer 
says, “He going to jail. He 
hit the officer. He’s gotta 
go to jail.”

Mims replies, “I did not 
swing on the officer.”

Police repeatedly tell 
him to put his hands be-
hind his back. That’s 
when an officer deploys a 
Taser stun gun.

The first stun had no 
effect and Mims is then 
struck two more times 
with the stun gun.

Multiple cell phone vid-
eos have been shared on 
social media. They show a 
tight group of people argu-
ing, including Mims, just 
below the bleachers. An 
officer deploys the stun 
gun at Mims, who is facing 
him. It appears to strike 
him in the mid torso area.

“In front of the kids?” 
a woman can be heard 
shouting in the video as 
the stun gun is used.

Mims drops to the 
ground. Multiple people 
– including band mem-
bers – were watching and 
many witnesses could be 
heard yelling and scream-
ing. Police could be seen 
restraining people as the 
arrest occurred.

Birmingham police 

spokesman Officer Tru-
man Fitzgerald released 
this account of what hap-
pened:

After the football game 
ended, Birmingham offi-
cers were in the process of 
clearing out the stadium 
and observed both bands 
still performing.

Officers spoke with both 
schools’ band directors to 
end the performance so 
students and attendees 
would leave the stadium. 
Officers were able to get 
Jackson-Olin’s band to 
stop performing.

Officers approached 
Mims and began asking 
him to get his band to stop 
performing.

Mims did not comply 
with multiple officers’ re-
quests to stop his band 
from performing; he in-
structed his band to con-
tinue performing.

A BPD sergeant was 
among the officers who 
attempted to get the band 
director to stop his band 
from performing.

During the officers’ in-
teraction with Mims, the 
decision was made to 
place him in custody.

Officers attempted to 
take Mims into custody for 
disorderly conduct when 
a physical altercation en-
sued between the band 
director, Birmingham City 
Schools System security 
personnel, and Birming-
ham officers.

During the physical al-
tercation, Birmingham 
officers attempted to get 
Mims to place his hands 
behind his back, but he 
refused.

The arresting officer al-
leges Mims pushed him 
during the arrest. The ar-
resting officer then sub-
dued Mims with a taser.

Birmingham Fire and 
Rescue Service treated 
Mims at the stadium.

Officers then took him 
to UAB Hospital, which 
is standard protocol after 
this type of incident.

After being discharged 
from the hospital, offi-
cers transported Mims to 
the Birmingham City Jail 
where he was booked in 

and subsequently bonded 
out.

The lawyer for the Minor 
High School band direc-
tor tased and arrested by 
Birmingham police last 
week is calling for the 
suspension of all officers 
involved.

State Rep. Juandalynn 
Givan, who represents 
Mims, earlier Monday 
called the incident an 
egregious violation of civil 
rights, and said Mims was 
subjected to excessive 
force and wrongful arrest.

Givan said Mims is a 
respected member of the 
community and was do-
ing his job and directing 
the band during their “5th 
Quarter” performance.

“Without any justifi-
able cause, a Birmingham 
police officer approached 
the band director, escalat-
ing the situation to an un-
imaginable extent,’’ Givan 
said. “The officer deployed 
a taser against the band 
director, causing physical 
harm and inflicting emo-
tional distress all while in 
front of his students.”

“This incident is an 
alarming abuse of power 
and a clear violation of 
our client’s civil rights,’’ 
she said. “It is unaccept-
able for law enforcement 
to engage in home rule in 
the field of play or with re-
gard to band activities un-
less there is a significant 
threat to the safety of the 
general public.”

Givan said such matters 
should be addressed by 
school district administra-
tors or other leaders with 
expertise to de-escalate 
those types of situations.

Givan called on the city 
and police officials to 
place all of the officers in-
volved on administrative 
leave pending further in-
vestigation.

“We will not rest until 
justice is served and those 
responsible are held ac-
countable,’’ Givan said. 
“This case highlights the 
urgent need for police re-
form, training and the pro-
tection of every citizen’s 
rights.”

Police contend Mims 
didn’t comply with their 
order for his band to stop 
playing so they could 
clear the stadium follow-
ing the end of the Sept. 14 
game between Minor High 
and Jackson-Olin High 
Schools, which was played 
in Birmingham.

The incident was cap-
tured on multiple videos 
and has drawn a strong re-
action on both sides of the 
issue.

Birmingham police Tues-
day night released a seven-
minute video which begins 
18 minutes after the game 
had ended.

In some HBCU’s and 
predominantly Black high 
schools, once the football 
game ends, bands stay on 
to play for families and 
supporters in what is com-
monly called the “The 5th 
Quarter.”

Givan, who on Monday 
called for the suspensions 
of the officers involved, 
said the officers were in-
volved in home rule. “They 
had no business address-
ing my client, instructing 
my client in any kind of 
manner,’’ she said.

“As you listen to the (po-
lice) video, you hear the of-
ficer say, ‘I’m going to call 
the superintendent and 
you’re going to have to pay 
my overtime,’’ Givan said.

“What that officer should 

have been doing is never 
spoken to my client and 
already made a call to the 
superintendent to reach 
out to the principal or who-
ever the administrator on 
duty or in charge was to ad-
dress the issues going on. 
That’s what should have 
happened.”

Asked how Mims is cop-
ing, Givan said, “Yester-
day was not a good day for 
him.”

“He’s beginning to talk 
about the situation as 
part of a therapeutic ef-
fort to get past it. He was 
traumatized,’’ she said. 
“He just left a doctor’s ap-
pointment a little while ago 
because he had to get his 
injures checked out. He 
was basically electrocuted, 
shocked.”

“When you tase some-
one, people don’t under-
stand the gravity,’’ Givan 
said. “People have died 
from being tased.”

Givan is questioning 
how many taser hits Mims 
sustained.

“How many cycles did 
that Taser go through? He 
went to the ground. He was 
already on the ground,’’ 
she said. “Why did law en-
forcement have to tase him 
then? Nobody’s talking 
about that. That’s how you 
get to was there abuse.”

“He was already defense-
less,’’ she said. “That’s like 
kicking a man while he’s 
on his knees.”

The other thing she said 
people should be ques-
tioning is who authorized 

that the stadium lights be 
turned off, and why.

“That in itself set a clear 
and present danger right 
there,’’ she said.

Mims was also the driver 
of the band bus. It wasn’t 
immediately clear who 
drove home the students.

“They were left alone,’’ 
she said. “I’ve had parents 
to call me and say their 
children literally did not 
go to bed that night. Their 
kids were traumatized.”

There has been discus-
sion about what kind of 
example Mims set for the 
students with his interac-
tion with police.

“They need to see the en-
tire body cam. They need 
to see how the police dis-
respected him,’’ Givan said.

“They also need to un-
derstand what the band 
director was doing at the 
time. He was not necessar-
ily saying he wasn’t going 
to obey them. He was tell-
ing them that he was wrap-
ping up that song.”

“My client was simply 
trying to tell them to give 
him a minute and that was 
the last song,’’ she said. 
“He could have put his 
hands down right then and 
the band was not going to 
stop playing.”

“There’s a process to it,’’ 
she said. “He was thrown 
off because they shouldn’t 
have been approaching 
him.”

Givan also addressed 
information in an AL.com 
story that reported Mims 
in 2012 resigned from New 

Smyrna Beach High School 
after a probe “concluded 
Mims had exhibited an-
ger control issues in front 
of students by hitting a 
Plexiglas podium so hard 
it broke and slamming a 
chair down on the floor,” 
the News-Journal reported.

That probe came after a 
band parent accused him 
of angry outbursts and 
verbal abuse. Several band 
members and parents ral-
lied in support of Mims, 
the report stated.

“That has nothing to do 
with the incident that oc-
curred on Sept. 14, 2023, 
in Birmingham,’’ she said. 
“It’s just ruse to throw off 
the subject matter of what 
the police did.”

“In 2012, he was ap-
pointed to a school that 
was majority white at the 
time. There was a parent 
there who had a problem 
with him, as educators do 
all the time,’’ Givan said. 
“He was the first Black 
band director at this ma-
jority-white school.”

“He left after a year, 
however he was not penal-
ized in any manner,’’ she 
said. “I’ve been represent-
ing educators for over 10 
years and those situations 
arise.”

The Alabama Education 
Association and Givan will 
hold a joint press confer-
ence on Wednesday to fur-
ther address the incident.

“It’s not acceptable what 
happened with my client,’’ 
she said. “No one’s life was 
in jeopardy.”
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riculture, said in the let-
ter.

Land grant institutions 
are colleges built between 
1862 and 1890 with grants 
from the federal govern-
ment, which aimed to help 
working class Americans 
gain access to higher edu-
cation. But for decades, 
states have substantially 
underfunded Black land 
grant colleges compared 
to their white counter-
parts, experts say.

Historically Black in-
stitutions also tend to 
have lower endowments 
and pay higher borrowing 

rates than white schools, 
researchers said.

“The longstanding and 
ongoing underinvest-
ment in Alabama A&M 
University disadvantages 
the students, faculty, and 
community that the insti-
tution serves,” the letter 
continued. “Furthermore, 
it may contribute to a lack 
of economic activity that 
would ultimately benefit 
Alabama.”

Federal officials are now 
advising the governor to 
substantially boost fund-
ing for the college in the 
state budget, and have of-
fered to match that fund-
ing with federal dollars.

“These funds could 
have supported infrastruc-
ture and student services 
and would have better 
positioned the university 
to compete for research 

grants,” the letter stated. 
“Alabama A&M University 
has been able to make 
remarkable strides and 
would be much stronger 
and better positioned to 
serve its students, your 
state, and the nation if 
made whole with respect 
to this funding gap.”

Below is a list of other 
universities identified 
by the agencies, and the 
amount of money they 
should have been allotted 
in the past 30 years.

1. The University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff – 
$330,935,712

2. Florida A&M Univer-
sity – $1,973,081,216

3. Fort Valley State Uni-
versity – $603,156,480

4. Kentucky State Uni-
versity – $172,135,168

5. Southern Univer-
sity and A&M College – 

$1,126,149,248
6. University of Mary-

land Eastern Shore – 
$321,181,312

7. Alcorn State Univer-
sity – $257,807,216

8. Lincoln University – 
$361,569,760

9. Langston University 
– $418,986,272

10. South Caroli-
na State University – 
$469,956,832

11. Tennessee 
State University – 
$2,147,784,704

12. Prairie View 
A&M University – 
$1,135,496,704

13. Virginia State Uni-
versity – $277,544,416

14. West Virginia 
State University – 
$852,622,464

15. North Carolina 
A&T State University – 
$2,079,934,848
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